STAMFORD

STAMFORD

SIXTH
FORM

YOU ARE
INDIVIDUAL
THE TRANSITION INTO SIXTH FORM LIFE AT STAMFORD BRINGS A NEW
LEVEL OF INDEPENDENCE THAT WE ALL WELCOME AND ENJOY,
WITHOUT LEAVING US DEVOID OF SUPPORT NETWORKS. WE ARE
ALWAYS ENCOURAGED TO QUESTION, AND ARE FREQUENTLY
ENGAGED IN LESSONS THROUGH HEALTHY CHALLENGES.

The Stamford Schools Sixth Form offers engaging and
exciting lessons. The focused environment aims to
get the best out of everyone, no matter the individual
needs of the student. Academia at Stamford has
evolved to blossom in this digital age. Small class
sizes and superb teaching combine to create a
place where academic opportunities are endless
and one can flourish in any given area.
Stamford strives to promote individuality and
increase confidence outside the classroom;
through endless opportunities in the sports, the arts,
and academia, the Stamford Schools allow you to
explore every possible route. The clubs are
extensive, inclusive, and of a high standard,
catering for students with all levels of experience.
Sixth Form at Stamford is a unique opportunity,
fuelling ambition and laying the foundations for life
after school. Irrespective of interests and background,
everyone can find their place within the family of
Stamford. We therefore invite you to join our fantastic
Sixth Form, and become a member of the Stamford community.

SAM HUGHES, HEAD BOY, AND KITTY HENDERSON, HEAD GIRL, OCTOBER 2021
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YOU ARE INDIVIDUAL
At Stamford, you will experience a bespoke Sixth
Form experience that plays to your strengths. We
won’t pigeon-hole you, or try to dictate where
your future should lie. We won’t judge you against
archaic measures of worth, or limit your creativity
and individuality.
Instead, we will value you for your individual
strengths, passions and personality; your attitude
towards others, and the effort you make to be your
best self.
You are the only one of you. The Sixth Form at
Stamford will help you unlock your future self.
YOU ARE INDEPENDENT
As a Sixth Form student at Stamford, you will have
the support you need to take responsibility for your
own future. You will have the freedom to drive your
own learning, to manage your own free time, and
to establish your own balance of studies, activities,
socialising and relaxing. Outside lessons, you will
have the option to choose the environment that
works best for you; whether that’s enjoying the café
culture of Stamford with friends, spending time in
our Sixth Form spaces or making the most of the
focus and inspiration afforded by our study spaces.
Our teachers understand that you are a young
adult, and no longer a child: you will have all the
support you need to help you develop and take
your next steps, but you will have the independence
to make your own choices. We will respect your
views and opinions, and help you to find the right
track as you navigate the challenges that life will
throw at you.
YOU ARE CURIOUS
The Sixth Form is about far more than just achieving
the qualifications that unlock your next steps in life.
At Stamford, our additional A Level, AS and BTEC
courses give you more flexibility over what and
how you learn. Complete an Extended Project
Qualification in a topic of your choosing, or take
part in the Community Sports Leader Award. You
will have access to dozens of co-curricular activities
every week, as well as sport, music, drama,
debating and outdoor education.

YOU ARE VALUED
You learn best when you’re happy and confident.
Our excellent tutor system and pastoral care
programme is run by staff who understand the
challenges you face, which means you will get
sensible, practical and relevant help and support.
Navigating friendships and relationships, learning
the life skills and the communication techniques that
will stand you in good stead for the rest of your life,
and developing the lifelong habits that will underpin
your wellbeing, will be part of your daily learning.
YOU ARE PREPARING
Sixth Form life is a vital experience in its own right –
but it is also the time in your life when you prepare
to become an adult, and take the steps that will
inform your future life and career.
Our Sixth Form programme offers 27 different
subjects at A Level, BTECs in Sport and Business,
and a Cambridge Technicals in Digital Media,
which means you can choose the subjects you
love, and that will equip you with the knowledge
and qualifications you need to enter into future
study or work.
You will have access to a highly professional and
supportive careers programme, which will give you
the guidance you need to match your skills and
interests to your options after school. We will put
you in touch with Old Stamfordians who are
already working in the careers you want to pursue,
and who can offer advice and support.
You can, if you choose, opt to board with us – full
time, for a few nights each week, or as and when
you need it. Your experiences in boarding will help
you learn the skills you need for living away from
home, and to adjust to the new challenges of living
with other young people in a safe and supportive
environment.

Some courses will help you achieve UCAS points
towards university entrance, and all of them will
add to your skills and experience, and help you
learn more about who you are.
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YOU ARE SUCCEEDING
Stamfordians leave us ready to take on the
world. Around 90% of our Sixth Form go on to
university, including Oxford, Cambridge and
Russell Group universities, and to elite institutions
worldwide. We will support you in exploring
other routes, too: whether you’re interested
in a career, degree apprenticeships, further
education, travel, gap years or volunteering, our
priority is to help you work out the right option
for you.
For us, success equals happiness – so we will
do everything we can to help you find the right
path in life, and we will celebrate with you
when you achieve it.
YOU ARE EXPLORING
You never know if you love something until you
try it – which is why our programme of activities
beyond your academic studies offers more
than 400 different options, across music, sport,
drama, outdoor education, debating, business,
technology, the Combined Cadet Force, art,
and dozens more. Sixth Form isn’t just about
trying new experiences, and finding hobbies
and passions that you will carry with you
throughout your life; it’s about developing skills
in teamwork and leadership, making lifelong
friends and having the opportunity to become a
specialist in something you love.

YOU ARE ENJOYING
Sixth Form life at Stamford is a busy time – and
every step on your journey is taken with
friends. With around 400 students in our Sixth
Form, across Years 12 and 13, you will find
like-minded people who share your passions
and your outlook on life. Your teachers, and
everyone else that supports you in your time
with us, will share your highs, and will be there
for you when you encounter bumps in the road.
You will achieve things you never dreamed
of, and you will encounter experiences and
opportunities that will shape your whole future.
Sixth Form students at Stamford value the
journey as much as the destination: they are
happy and grounded, and understand how to
identify and value the important things in life.
YOU ARE PART OF OUR COMMUNITY
Sixth Form lasts for two short years – but the
friends you make at Stamford will be with you
for life. You’re joining a global community of
thousands of like-minded people of all ages,
who value creativity, hard work, individuality
and enthusiasm, and who will become your
friends, your mentors, and your inspiration.
Our community of Old Stamfordians will start
to support you as you move through the Sixth
Form, and they will be there for you as you
take your first steps beyond school, through
dedicated professional networking groups, by
providing careers information and advice, and
offering help and support.
As Old Stamfordian's, we will help you keep in
touch with old friends, and we will organise
events and get-togethers all over the world
that make it easy for you to make the most of
opportunities after your time as a student has
finished.

YOU ARE A STAMFORDIAN
STAMFORDIANS ARE INDEPENDENT. THEY ARE THOUGHTFUL,
INTELLIGENT, LIVELY AND CURIOUS. THEY WORK HARD, AND
THEY ACHIEVE THEIR DREAMS – SAFE IN THE KNOWLEDGE
THAT EVERY ONE OF US HERE AT STAMFORD, FROM TEACHERS,
PARENTS, OLD STAMFORDIANS AND FELLOW PUPILS – WILL
SUPPORT THAT DREAM AND WILL CHEER YOU ON.
BECOME A STAMFORDIAN, AND TAKE YOUR PLACE IN OUR SIXTH FORM. TO VISIT US,
AND TO SEE FOR YOURSELF WHAT WE OFFER, CALL US NOW ON 01780 750311, OR
VISIT: WWW.STAMFORDSCHOOLS.ORG.UK/SIXTHFORM
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A VIBRANT CO-EDUCATIONAL COMMUNITY, OFFERING 27
A LEVEL COURSES, 2 BTECS, 1 CAMBRIDGE TECHNICALS
AND HUNDREDS OF CO-CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES.
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GETTING
STARTED
HOW MANY SUBJECTS SHOULD I TAKE
IN SIXTH FORM?
Even the world’s leading universities only require
three A Levels, and for nearly all students the
best option is to study three subjects and do
as well as possible, and allow enough time to
spend on enrichment activities that will help to
boost your CV.
SHOULD I DO AN EPQ?
The Extended Project Qualification – or
EPQ – is an excellent opportunity to work
independently on a project that you have
chosen yourself. Universities and employers
value the EPQ because it demonstrates you
have many of the critical thinking, research and
communication skills that will be invaluable
for work and further study. You should look
at it carefully as an option, and decide if you
would find it a useful addition to your Sixth Form
learning.
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HOW CAN I RESEARCH WHICH SUBJECTS
I NEED FOR A SPECIFIC CAREER?
You can find general advice online, and
UCAS will give you details of the requirements
for every degree course. You must check
the requirements for degree subjects at the
universities you are interested in – especially
if you’re applying to Oxford and Cambridge,
which are specific about what they look for. Do
not assume that the requirements for entry to a
particular subject will be the same for all
universities that offer it – look at each separate
course that you are interested in.

HOW SHOULD I CHOOSE?
You will do best in subjects that you already
know you’re good at, and that you enjoy. If
you’re struggling at GCSE, you’re unlikely to
enjoy a subject at A Level, so be honest with
yourself. Take the advice of your teachers: they
know your strengths, and they understand the
demands of the A Level course, so talk to them
about whether you should continue with their
subject. They won’t tell you what to do, but their
opinion will be extremely valuable. Don’t take a
risk: the Sixth Form gives you the chance to play
to your strengths.

Be absolutely clear on which subjects you need
to access specific courses and careers. It is your
responsibility to get this right, so check, check,
and check again.

I’M NOT REALLY SURE WHAT I WANT
TO DO AFTER SIXTH FORM; HOW DOES
THAT CHANGE MY CHOICES?
The same advice applies: study the subjects you
are interested in, that you enjoy and will do well
in, but try to keep some variety in your choices.
It’s very common to be in this position and, in
any case, most people will end up working in
a wide variety of different jobs as they move
through their career: do not feel pressured to
commit to something just because you feel you
ought to make a decision straight away. As
long as you pursue the subjects that you enjoy,
and get involved in a wide range of activities,
you will find ideas and opportunities present
themselves naturally.

WHEN DO I NEED TO MAKE MY A LEVEL
SUBJECT CHOICES?
We will help you explore your options during
the Autumn Term of Year 11, and you should
think carefully about your choices over the
Christmas holidays. We will ask you to give us
your initial subject choices by the beginning of
February. It is still possible to make changes
after this date – and even after you receive
your GCSE results in August – but we can’t
guarantee to have the same subjects and
combinations available later in the year, once
the timetable has been confirmed. Very rarely,
we can’t accommodate a particular
combination of subjects even if you let us know
in January, but if this happens we will contact
you as soon as possible to discuss alternative
options.

I REALLY WANT TO STUDY A PARTICULAR
DEGREE COURSE, BUT I STRUGGLE WITH
A REQUIRED SUBJECT. WHAT SHOULD I
DO?
Universities specify required subjects for their
courses because you will need the knowledge
and skills that those subjects offer you. If you’re
likely to struggle with an A Level in a required
subject, you probably won’t enjoy the degree
course either – but there are always alternatives
you can consider. The Careers staff can give
you help and advice.

HOW DO BTECS/CAMBRIDGE
TECHNICALS COMPARE TO A LEVELS?
The top ten universities typically chosen by our
students accept these as entry qualifications.
These include the Universities of Bath,
Birmingham, Loughborough, Exeter, Sheffield
and Leeds. A BTEC can achieve the same
number of points as two full A Levels, whilst the
Cambridge Technical is equivalent to one A
Level. The UCAS tariff gives the following
grade equivalents:
BTEC GRADE

UCAS TARIFF POINTS

A LEVEL GRADE

HOW BIG ARE THE CLASS SIZES AT
A LEVEL?
Most subjects at A Level will have class sizes of
10-12 students – big enough for debate and
discussion, but small enough to ensure one-toone attention from your teachers.

D*D*

112

A*A*

D*D

104

A*A

DD

96

AA

DM

80

BB

WHERE WILL I STUDY?
The Sixth Form at Stamford is taught across the
Stamford School and Stamford High School
sites, which are close together in the heart
of Stamford. You will usually study in mixed
classes of boys and girls, and have classes on
both sites, with time in your timetable to move
between lessons.

MM

64

CC

MP

48

DD

PP

32

EE

UCAS TARIFF POINTS

A LEVEL GRADE

D*

56

A*

D

48

A

M

32

C

P

16

E

CAMBRIDGE TECHNICALS
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BUILDING YOUR
TIMETABLE
THIS TABLE IS AN EXAMPLE OF THE RANGE AND COMBINATION OF SUBJECTS THAT IS POSSIBLE
AT STAMFORD. BE AWARE THAT THIS IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE LATER IN THE YEAR, ONCE MOST
CHOICES ARE CONFIRMED AND THE TIMETABLE HAS BEEN DEVELOPED. IN CHOOSING YOUR
A LEVELS, LOOK AHEAD TO FUTURE WORK OR STUDY AND CONSIDER:
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At least two of your subjects should support
each other in developing the skills and abilities
you will need, and science degree courses
often prefer three related subjects.
If you study two subjects which are too similar,
your future choices for higher education might
be restricted. For example, Business Studies
and Economics should not be studied together.
Unless you know you need a very specific set
of A Levels for entry to a particular course, it’s

best to make sure you keep some variety in your
choices.
Studying a language can be helpful in a broad
range of careers, and opens up opportunities
for study or work abroad.
Some highly competitive academic degree
courses favour A Level subjects which are
assessed largely through examination – so think
carefully about subjects where more than 50%
of the assessment is based on your coursework.

THIS TABLE SHOWS A TYPICAL OPTION BLOCK STRUCTURE. NOTE THAT THIS
IS JUST AN EXAMPLE AND MAY CHANGE FROM YEAR TO YEAR, AND NOT ALL
COMBINATIONS MAY BE POSSIBLE.
BLOCK P

BLOCK Q

BLOCK R

BLOCK S

Art

Art

Biology

Biology

Biology

Biology

Business Studies

Business Studies

Business Studies

Business Studies

Business BTEC

Business BTEC

Business BTEC

Business BTEC

Design Technology

Chemistry

Chemistry

Chemistry

Digital Media

Classical Civilisation

Community Sport
Leader

Economics

English Language

Community Sport
Leader

Drama

English Language

English Literature

Design Technology

Economics

English Literature

EPQ

EPQ

EPQ

Further Mathematics

Geography

Fashion & Textiles

Further Mathematics

Geography

Mathematics

French

Geography

Latin

Music Technology

Geography

German

Mathematics

Physical Education

History

History

Music

Politics

Mathematics

Mathematics

Philosophy & Ethics

Psychology

Physics

Physics

Physical Education

Russian

Psychology

Politics

Physics

Sport BTEC

Psychology

Psychology

Spanish
Sport BTEC
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SUBJECT
REQUIREMENTS
COURSE

SIMILAR SUBJECT
AREAS

Art and Design

ESSENTIAL

DESIRABLE

TYPICAL OTHER
SUBJECTS

Art

Design Technology

English Literature

Accountancy

Banking, Finance,
Insurance

Usually none although
many require Mathematics

Mathematics, Business
Studies, Economics

Agriculture

Agri-business

A science subject is
sometimes necessary

10 weeks’ work
experience

Geography, Business
Studies

Architecture

A portfolio is essential
as well as a balance of
humanities and sciences

Art, Mathematics

Design Technology, Physics
History

Biochemistry/ Biomedical
Sciences or Chemistry

Chemistry and one from
desirable list

Biology, Mathematics,
Physics, Further
Mathematics

Building Services
Engineering or
Construction Management

Architecture,
Management, Quantity
Surveying

Business Studies/
Management

Computer Science

Mathematics and/or
Physics
For Engineering
Mathematics, Physics and/
or DT is required

Science subject

Business Studies
Geography

Accountancy and
Management

None (occasionally
Mathematics for some)

Mathematics, Business
Studies, Economics

Geography

Computer Information
systems, Software
Engineering

Mathematics for some
courses

Further Mathematics,
Physics, Philosophy

Some courses require
English Literature

Theatre Studies

History
Further Mathematics,
History, Politics, Business
Studies

Drama and Theatre Studies

Economics

Mathematics, Business
Studies, Management
Science

Mathematics

Economics

Engineering

Aeronautical, Civil,
Mechanical Engineering

Mathematics and Physics
for General Engineering

Further Mathematics,
Design Technology

Geography

Agriculture, Environmental
Science, Urban Planning,
Earth Sciences, Geology,
Economics

Geography

Science subject

014

Business, Economics,
Biology

SUBJECT CHOICES FOR POPULAR DEGREE COURSES – A QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE
The following is an indication of the A Levels you are likely to need for some popular
degree courses. This list is not exhaustive, and you are encouraged to do as much
research as possible into courses and careers that might interest you. Requirements vary
between institutions, even for courses that sound extremely similar, and you must check
the requirements yourself for each course you are interested in.
For students who want to keep their degree options flexible, universities advise that
students should take at least one ‘facilitating’ subject such as Mathematics, Physics,
Chemistry, Biology, English Literature, History, Geography or a foreign language.

COURSE

SIMILAR SUBJECT
AREAS

Law

ESSENTIAL

DESIRABLE

TYPICAL OTHER
SUBJECTS

Aim for subjects which
show logical ability and
the ability to write. Some
require English

History

Mathematics, Politics, any
facilitating subjects

Chemistry, Business Studies

Mathematics/Statistics

Economics, Physics

Mathematics and
sometimes Further
Mathematics

Physics

Medicine

Veterinary medicine,
Dentistry

Chemistry. Biology
essential for many courses

Further Mathematics,
Physics or a contrasting
subject

Modern Foreign
Languages

An A Level in your chosen
language

Any other modern
language, science/arts or
humanities subject

Music/Music Technology

Music and Grade VII
/ VIII for your main
instrument

At least one essay-based
subject

Mathematics, French,
Physics

Philosophy

None

Philosophy and Ethics,
Classical Civilisation

Mathematics, English
Literature, History

Physical Education/Sports
Science

Usually one of
Mathematics or a science.
Some will treat PE as a
science.

Physical Education,
Psychology

None

Politics, History, Philosophy
and Ethics

Psychology

Often one or more from
Biology, Chemistry,
Mathematics or Physics

Psychology, Mathematics
Chemistry, Biology

Teaching - There are two
main paths into teaching:
via an undergraduate
teaching degree, or via
a PGCE after another
degree.

One of Art, Biology,
Chemistry, Design and
Technology, English,
French, Spanish, German,
Geography, History,
Mathematics, Music,
Physics, Physical Education,
Philosophy and Ethics

Politics

History, Philosophy, Law

For primary teaching
you must have GCSE
mathematics, English and
science at grade C or
above.

A mix of arts and science
subjects

stamfordschools.org.uk/sixthform | 015

OPTIONS AFTER
SIXTH FORM
THE MAJORITY OF OUR STUDENTS GO ON TO FURTHER STUDY AT UNIVERSITY, IN THE UK OR
OVERSEAS, BUT THERE ARE OTHER OPTIONS THAT YOU SHOULD CONSIDER CAREFULLY. YOU CAN
FIND FURTHER ADVICE ONLINE FROM UCAS, AND THE CAREERS STAFF CAN GIVE YOU DETAILED
GUIDANCE AND INFORMATION.
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APPRENTICESHIPS
Apprenticeships allow you to learn in the workplace,
with a small element of formal study. They’re an
excellent option if you’re certain which career you
want to pursue. You can study at different levels, and
in a very wide range of fields. Apprentices are paid a
small hourly wage, and the cost of training is covered.
You will end up with a qualification, and with between
two and four years of experience in the workplace.

EMPLOYMENT
In some circumstances, going straight into work can
be an option. It can give you valuable experience; it’s
a chance to explore some careers before you commit
to expensive training; or you might even want to start
your own business. Be aware, though, that wages can
be very low, and it can be difficult to progress in many
careers without more formal education, so you should
have clear, sensible reasons for choosing this route.

DEGREE APPRENTICESHIPS
Degree apprenticeships are delivered jointly by
universities and employers, and lead to a Bachelor’s or
Master’s degree. As with apprenticeships, you’re paid
a small wage – but, unlike a degree course, your fees
are covered by the government. They’re demanding,
and entry is highly competitive; candidates need to
have good grades, and employers and universities are
looking for confidence, maturity and the ability to learn
independently. They are growing rapidly in popularity,
and are well worth considering.

GAP YEAR
With proper planning, a gap year will add to your
skills and experience, and will be a very positive
addition to your CV. A gap year might involve work,
travel, volunteering, or a combination of several
different things. Employers will want to see that you
have actively managed your time, set yourself goals,
and stretched yourself. University applications can also
be strengthened by gap year activities that relate to
your chosen degree, and the skills you will need for a
future career.

CONTACT DETAILS FOR EACH HEAD OF DEPARTMENT ARE GIVEN ON EACH SUBJECT PAGE.
IN ADDITION, THE FOLLOWING CONTACTS MAY BE HELPFUL.
Mr S McCormick

Deputy Head Academic
Stamford High School

SJMccormick@ses.lincs.sch.uk

01780 484223

Mr H Hewlett

Deputy Head Academic
Stamford School

HPHewlett@ses.lincs.sch.uk

01780 750366

Mrs C Hawkins

Head of Sixth Form
Stamford High School

CAHawkins@ses.lincs.sch.uk

01780 484274

Mr G Brown

Head of Sixth Form
Stamford School

GPBrown@ses.lincs.sch.uk

01780 750361

Mrs S Sharman

Head of HE Guidance
Stamford High School

SJSharman@ses.lincs.sch.uk

01780 484200

Mrs D Beckingham

Head of HE and Careers
Advice, Stamford School

DBeckingham@ses.lincs.sch.uk

01780 750316

Mr T Panesar

Head of Careers,
Stamford High School

tspanesar@ses.lincs.sch.uk

01780 484249

stamfordschools.org.uk/sixthform | 017

018

FINE ART
A LEVEL AQA 7202

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Art & Design.

CONTACT
Mr J Gosden | Stamford School
JRGosden@ses.lincs.sch.uk
Miss H Kenworthy | Stamford High School
HPKenworthy@ses.lincs.sch.uk

TAKE IT FURTHER
In the past two years the UK’s roaring creative industries have made record
contributions to the UK’s economy, smashing the £100 billion mark. To become a
part of this, a wealth of opportunities exist in creative careers. Students in the past
have completed degrees in areas such as architecture (taking Art A Level combined
with mathematics and/or physics), industrial design (Art and DT), film studies, fashion,
graphic design, fashion and business or history of art. A popular route is to take an Art
Foundation course, leading to a place on a degree course in areas such as fine art,
graphic design, animation, textiles, architecture, interior and exhibition design.

THE A LEVEL COURSE IN ART ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO INVESTIGATE, EXPERIENCE AND
ENJOY THE MANY ASPECTS OF ART AND DESIGN THROUGH STIMULATING AND EXCITING
COURSEWORK. THIS WIDE-RANGING COURSE COVERS A BREADTH OF SKILLS THROUGH THE
CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT OF PROCESS, PRODUCTION, REFLECTION AND EVALUATION, LEADING
TOWARDS SKILLS, KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING.
Students are required to work in many areas of
fine art including drawing, painting, mixed
media, ceramics, photography and moving
image, sculpture and printmaking. You will also
complete a written justification for the
development of your ideas, based upon artists
studied, as well as analysis of their creative
work.
Initially, students will produce a portfolio of work
focusing on the development of understanding
and art skills using an appropriate range of
materials, processes and techniques. The
portfolio will contain a collection of work or
projects based on an idea, concept, theme
or issue. This should demonstrate the ability
to sustain work from a starting point to a
realisation, and include evidence of research,
the development of ideas and meaningful links
to critical/contextual studies.
A LEVEL UNITS
COMPONENT 1
Personal Investigation
Students conduct a personal and practical
investigation: an in-depth study that
demonstrates your ability to construct a
sustained line of reasoning from an initial
starting point to a final realisation. The
investigation must include evidence of research
and the development of ideas, and should
relate to relevant critical and contextual
material; it must be informed by an aspect

of contemporary or past practice of artists.
The written material must be a coherent and
logically constructed, word-processed essay
of up to 3000 words, with accurate use of
spelling, punctuation and grammar and a
bibliography.
COMPONENT 2
Externally Set Assignment
Students choose one of eight titles from the
exam board question paper; you then plan,
prepare and develop ideas culminating in
fifteen hours of controlled time to realise
your outcome(s). Preparatory work will be
presented as mounted sheets, sketchbooks etc.
showing planning and development. Once
the supervised time of 15 hours starts, no more
preparatory work can be carried out, although
the preparatory work can be referred to.
ASSESSMENT
Work is assessed using equally weighted
assessment objectives:
• Develop ideas through sustained and
focused investigations informed by
contextual and other sources, demonstrating
analytical and critical understanding.
• Explore and select appropriate resources,
media, materials, techniques and processes,
reviewing and refining ideas as the work
develops.

relevant to intentions, reflecting critically on
work and progress.
• Present a personal and meaningful
response that realises intentions and, where
appropriate, makes connections between
visual and other elements.
SPECIAL FEATURES
Those taking this course must be very selfmotivated, possess creative skills and have a
strong sense of visual awareness. The ability to
carry out research and work independently is
an essential requirement of this course. Students’
self-sufficiency, and their ability to pursue
and develop projects creatively in their own
time, usually leads to high attainment. In Year
13, independent study encourages students
to research critical studies of historical and
contemporary aspects of art, for example in
relation to social issues, particular media or art
movements.
SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
Art in the Sixth Form builds upon the skills and
techniques acquired during the GCSE course
and students should become creatively
confident in a number of different media
while tackling a variety of subjects. Creative
communication skills are developed on the
A Level Art course. Students are encouraged to
express their ideas visually in order to
communicate their artistic concepts to others.

• Record ideas, observations and insights
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BIOLOGY
A LEVEL AQA 7402

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 7 or above in GCSE Biology, or
Grade 7 or above in the Biology component
of Science Double Award.
CONTACT
Mr N Porteus | Stamford School
NJPorteus@ses.lincs.sch.uk

TAKE IT FURTHER
Many students find biology a rewarding and stimulating choice at A Level. Every
year students achieve well, and some go on to study medicine, veterinary science or
biological sciences. Others choose to study biology with a variety of non-scientific A
Levels. Students must always take sound careers advice about combinations of subjects.
Chemistry is sometimes required if you intend to study biology at HE Level.

Mr G Weeks | Stamford High School
GWeeks@ses.lincs.sch.uk

THE COURSE HAS EIGHT GENERAL TOPIC AREAS. TOPICS 1-4 ARE TAUGHT IN YEAR 12 AND
TOPICS 5-8 ARE TAUGHT IN YEAR 13. THERE IS NO COURSEWORK ELEMENT, BUT PRACTICAL
SKILLS ARE ASSESSED IN ALL THE WRITTEN PAPERS. THERE ARE ALSO ‘REQUIRED PRACTICALS’
THAT MUST BE CARRIED OUT IN ORDER TO PASS THE PRACTICAL ENDORSEMENT QUALIFICATION.
SPECIFICATION SUMMARY
The topics covered in the Biology A Level
course are:
• Biological molecules
• Cells
• How organisms exchange substances with
their environment
• Genetic information, variation and
relationships between organisms
• Energy transfer in and between organisms
• How organisms respond to changes in
their internal and external environments
• Genetics, populations, evolution and
ecosystems
• The control of gene expression
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SPECIAL FEATURES
There will be a compulsory field course in
Year 12 that will cost in the order of £150. The
purpose of the field course is to deliver the
sampling techniques and ecological concepts
required through the study of a series of different
habitats.
Both departments are very well resourced to
provide excellent support that is relevant to the
course and specification being studied.
Extra sessions, often part of the Saturday activity
programme, are also provided to provide help
with interviews for Oxbridge, medicine and
veterinary science and the Biology Olympiad.

SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
Good motivation is essential at A Level, as is
the ability to develop study skills and to work
independently in a subject that is academically
challenging. It will be necessary to question
and discuss ideas to reinforce understanding.
Students must take an active part in their
learning and aim high.
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BUSINESS
STUDIES
A LEVEL AQA 7132

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE English.

TAKE IT FURTHER
When combined with other suitable A Levels, business studies can be used to gain entry
for all degree level courses at all British universities except those which have specific
vocational requirements.

CONTACT
Mrs S MacAulay | Stamford Endowed Schools
SLMacAulay@ses.lincs.sch.uk

Whilst business studies can be combined with almost all other A Level subjects it
may not be taken in combination with economics because of the perceived overlap
between course contents.
Many of our students go on to study management, business or related subjects such as
accountancy at degree level. However, a number choose to study unrelated subjects,
ranging from history and English through to the sciences.

BUSINESS STUDIES A LEVEL EXAMINES THE IMPACT OF REAL WORLD ISSUES ON A WIDE RANGE
OF BUSINESSES THROUGH DISCUSSION AND THE USE OF CASE STUDIES. BUSINESS STUDIES HAS
BECOME A POPULAR COURSE AND IS VIEWED AS A USEFUL BROADENING PARTNER WITH A
NUMBER OF OTHER A LEVEL SUBJECTS.
SPECIAL FEATURES
Business studies provides an effective
introduction to the behaviour of business
organisations. In studying the subject, students
explore how businesses work. They investigate
the key functions of business and learn to
appreciate the importance of the competitive
and economic environment in which it operates.
At a higher level, students learn how to become
independent learners and to analyse business
performance in the context of less defined
objectives and strategies.
Whether you work for yourself or somebody
else, everything you learn in business studies
will be relevant to you in the coming years. The
nature of the course and methods of teaching
will help to equip you with a range of academic
and practical skills which universities and
employers seek. These will include:
• High level critical thinking skills in business
scenarios
• Strong inter-personal skills developed
through group work activities
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• Industry-standard ICT skills, including
internet research
• Presentation skills
• The ability to hold a well-informed
argument.
Business studies is taught through the careful
reading and application of case studies drawn
from the real world. Students are encouraged
to read widely, to listen to Radio 4 and to
develop a critical appreciation of current
affairs, exploring the subject from both a
classroom perspective and one removed from it.
The course includes a variety of approaches:
lectures from visiting business speakers,
involvement in national business competitions
and management simulations, and a trip to a
large manufacturing organisation which can be
contrasted with the small manufacturer of
a teenage magazine publisher in New York,
which we visit during our annual optional
overseas trip.

EXPERIENCE OF THE DEPARTMENT
Three of the four teachers in the Business
Department had industry careers prior to
teaching. One was an HR professional, another
an accountant and the third worked in fund
management, so all have a wealth of practical
experience they can bring to their teaching.
The Head of Department is also an examiner
for AQA and examines the A Level Business
papers.
SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
Students need to have demonstrated a good
standard English and mathematics at GCSE. It is
essential to have a keen desire to explore the
subject and to engage with it. Students are
expected to work efficiently and effectively
because the course covers a significant amount
of material. The ability to be self-motivated is
very important.
Business studies develops skills in
communication, information technology and
application of numbers. A variety of teaching
techniques helps students to focus on their
development of key skills to an advanced level
as a natural part of the course.

WHAT’S THE
DIFFERENCE?
ECONOMICS OR BUSINESS STUDIES:

ECONOMICS

BUSINESS STUDIES

SUBJECT CONTENT
Economics is concerned with all of society and the activities of various
groups and institutions within it. At the centre of the subject is the question
of how we divide up our scarce resources, and how decisions resulting
from this affect us all – in other words, who gets what and why? This
means studying the private sector and the effects of competition and
comparing this with public sector provision. The macroeconomic part of
the course is what most people associate with economics. This includes
economic growth, inflation, unemployment and international trade, and
the difficulties that UK governments face when they attempt to steer the
economy in their chosen direction.

SUBJECT CONTENT
Business studies literally does what it says. It is the study of business and
how it operates within its environment. At A Level this means looking at
the various business functions including marketing, finance, operations
management (production) and people (personnel). The course looks at
how businesses grow and how outside influences can affect them, e.g.
government policy, competition, pressure groups, ethics, etc. In addition,
the A Level draws together business functions and the external environment
to study the objectives and strategies that businesses adopt, for example,
recent merger activities, globalisation, etc.

SKILLS
A Level Economics requires basic numeracy rather than a high level of
mathematical ability. The main skills that a good economist needs are
a clear mind and the ability to write good English. During the course,
students will be expected to collect and use many sources of information
including textbooks, the internet, quality newspapers and their own
experience.
A LEVEL COMBINATIONS
Training in economics, as in many other subjects at A Level, develops
a person’s capacity to analyse rationally and concisely. It therefore
combines equally well with both science and arts subjects.
CAREER PROGRESSION
Economics is not only of relevance to careers in banking, accountancy
and management, but also to other areas such as engineering, systems
analysis and computer science.

SKILLS
As with Economics, A Level Business Studies requires basic numeracy
and, unsurprisingly, there are a number of calculations that are required,
particularly in the accounting sections. It is also important to understand
what the figures mean to the business under study. Business studies is less
theoretical than economics but the ability to analyse and evaluate is still
very important. Sources of information for business studies are similar to
those for economics.
A LEVEL COMBINATIONS
The comments on combining economics with other A Level subjects apply
equally to business studies.
CAREER PROGRESSION
Both business studies and economics are relevant to a wide range of
careers. In combination with other suitable subjects they can help students
gain entry to most university courses and professional occupations.

HOW IS ECONOMICS DIFFERENT FROM BUSINESS STUDIES?
Because business makes up such an important part of our economy,
people often ask how the two subjects differ. After all, there are
common topics such as the labour market, consumer demand, inflation,
unemployment etc. What makes economics and business studies
different from one another is their different approaches, even to the
same topic. This example of the labour market below shows this and
also illustrates how different the specifications can be.
NOTE: You may not study business studies and economics, owing
to the perceived overlap between course contents.

EXAMPLE: THE LABOUR MARKET
In economics, students investigate why workers are paid different
rates because of differences in their skills, the value they bring to the
firm, scarcity, etc. You would also understand how we can have high
unemployment at the same time as wage inflation. The course also
studies whether high taxes make people work more or less. In business
studies, students investigate the labour market and how wages affect
businesses in terms of costs, competitiveness and profit. There is an
important section on human resource management which looks at
motivation, trade unions and employer/employee relations and the
close link to other areas of the business such as production.
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BUSINESS
BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 5 or above in a suitable portfolio of
GCSE subjects.
CONTACT
Mrs S MacAulay | Stamford Endowed Schools
SLMacAulay@ses.lincs.sch.uk

TAKE IT FURTHER
This BTEC will provide you with transferable knowledge and skills to enable you to
progress into higher education. It will develop skills that universities value, such as:
• The ability to learn independently
• The ability to research actively and methodically
• The ability to give presentations and be a proactive group member.

PEOPLE OFTEN ASK, WHY STUDY BUSINESS? WHAT CAREER COULD I GO INTO? THE ANSWER IS
SIMPLE: VIRTUALLY ANYTHING. IRRESPECTIVE OF YOUR CAREER PATH, A BUSINESS BTEC WILL BE
PERTINENT TO BUSINESSES ACROSS THE FULL SPECTRUM, REGARDLESS OF INDUSTRY. BTEC
BUSINESS IS A LIFE SKILLS COURSE. IT WILL TEACH YOU ABOUT DEALING WITH AND
MANAGING PEOPLE AND HOW TO MAKE INFORMED DAY-TO-DAY AND STRATEGIC DECISIONS.
YOU WILL LEARN ABOUT THE ECONOMY, HOW IT AFFECTS BUYING BEHAVIOURS AND THE
VARIETY OF WAYS IN WHICH FIRMS RESPOND TO THIS. IT WILL ALSO TEACH YOU ABOUT
EMPLOYMENT LAW IN THE CONTEXT OF AN EMPLOYER AND AN EMPLOYEE.
The diploma course is taken alongside two
further A Level qualifications. The qualification
is therefore targeted towards candidates
considering either a business, management or
combined degree. The course comprises eight
units. The units studied are:
• Exploring business
• Developing a marketing campaign
• Personal and business finance
• Managing an event
• International business
• Principles of management
• Aspects of criminal law impacting on
business and individuals or employment
law (TBC)
• Digital marketing.
SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
This course is designed to develop transferable
employability skills in the following three
categories:
Cognitive and problem-solving skills: this
involves critical thinking, approaching non-
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routine problems applying expert and creative
solutions, using systems and technology.

KEY INFORMATION
• Five internal and two external assessments

Interpersonal skills: communicating, working
collaboratively, negotiating, influencing, and
self-presentation.

• Equivalent UCAS points of up to two A
Levels

Intrapersonal skills: self-management,
adaptability and resilience, self-monitoring
and development. In some units, some skills
are formerly assessed and you will be
required to undertake real or simulated
activities.
SPECIAL FEATURES
You will benefit from opportunities for deep
learning where you will be able to make
connections between units and select areas of
interest for detailed study. The course will be
based in a vocational context in which you will
develop the knowledge and skills required for
particular degree courses, including:
• Effective writing
• Analytical skills
• Creative development
• Preparation for assessment used in degrees.

• An interactive and practical course
This course involves both classroom and
practical activities. You will learn by completing
projects and assignments that are based on
realistic workplace situations, activities and
demands.
You will have the opportunity to develop a
range of skills, techniques and attitudes essential
for successful performance in working life,
and will gain a nationally recognised Level 3
vocational qualification which will allow you
to enter employment or progress to higher
education.
You will be expected to utilise study periods to
work independently on completing assignments
and coursework, as the timetabled hours will be
used for the subject and content delivery.

CHEMISTRY
A LEVEL OCR H432A

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 7 or above in GCSE Chemistry, or
Grade 7 or above in the Chemistry component
of a Science Double Award.

TAKE IT FURTHER
A Level Chemistry is a prerequisite for many courses in Higher Education and for many
areas of employment. It is seen as highly desirable when presenting as a potential
undergraduate because of the high level of demand represented by the A Level course
and because of the logical, analytical and numeracy skills which are demonstrated by
those who have achieved highly in A Level Chemistry.

Grade 7 or above in GCSE Mathematics.

Further details can be found at: www.rsc.org/careers/future/
CONTACT
Dr P Jones | Stamford School
PLJones@ses.lincs.sch.uk
Ms M Cox | Stamford High Stamford
MCox@ses.lincs.sch.uk

THE WRITTEN PAPERS WILL EXAMINE UNDERSTANDING OF PRACTICAL TECHNIQUES, AS
WELL AS THE CHEMICAL CONTENT OF THE SYLLABUS, AND WILL EMPHASISE SYNOPTIC AND
ANALYTICAL PROBLEM SOLVING. THE MARKS FROM THESE TERMINAL EXAMINATIONS ALONE
DETERMINE THE FINAL A LEVEL GRADE. PRACTICAL WORK WILL ALSO BE ASSESSED AND
MODERATED, LEADING TO AN ADDITIONAL PASS/FAIL PRACTICAL ENDORSEMENT WHICH WILL
ACCOMPANY THE FINAL GRADE AT A LEVEL.
THE NATURE OF THE COURSE
The OCR Chemistry A Level specification is a
content-led course where the specification is
divided into topics, each covering different key
concepts of chemistry. Teaching of practical
skills is integrated with the theoretical topics and
they are assessed both through written papers
and the Practical Endorsement. The course is
designed to:
• Develop essential knowledge and
understanding of different areas of
chemistry and how they relate to each
other
• Develop competence and confidence
in a variety of practical, mathematical and
problem-solving skills, and a deep
appreciation of scientific methods
• Understand how society makes decisions
about scientific issues and how chemistry
contributes to the success of the economy
and society
• Develop interest in and enthusiasm for
further study and careers related to
chemistry.

SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
The course is designed to fire your interest, and
to that end independent learning is actively
encouraged. Chemistry forms an ideal subject
for branching out beyond the syllabus and
exploring a topic in more detail, e.g. as the
basis of an EPQ or in the Cambridge Chemistry
Challenge, or the Chemistry Olympiad.
You will also:
• Develop your ability to communicate
in a variety of ways: discussion, writing,
summarising, using chemical formulae and
equations, graphs and calculations.
• Learn to select, organise, present and
interpret data.
The course is suitable for students who:
• Have an interest in, and enjoyment of,
chemistry
• Enjoy the application of imaginative, logical
and critical thinking
• Want to use chemistry to support other
qualifications.

In addition to set homework questions, you
should also expect to spend a significant
amount of your own time learning and
reviewing the material covered in lessons, taking
responsibility for ensuring that you understand
what you have been taught.
SPECIFICATION SUMMARY
The content of the specification includes studies
in physical chemistry: energetics, kinetics,
equilibria, entropy; inorganic chemistry:
transition metals and their redox reactions,
patterns and trends in Group 1/2 and the
halogens; organic chemistry: synthesis of
organic molecules, reaction mechanisms,
the chemistry of different functional groups;
and analytical techniques such as NMR
spectroscopy and mass spectrometry.
Chemistry is a practical science, and this is
recognised in the way in which the A Level
is assessed. In addition to routine laboratory
work, there are a series of practical activities
(at least 12) through the course which are both
assessed and moderated towards the Practical
Endorsement, and the practical techniques
and skills developed are also examined in the
written papers.
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CLASSICAL
CIVILISATION
A LEVEL OCR H408

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Classical
Civilisation, English Literature or other
related subject(s).
CONTACT
Mr A Smith | Stamford Endowed
Schools ADSmith@ses.lincs.sch.uk

TAKE IT FURTHER
Successful classics students will have demonstrated a keen understanding of both
literary and historical topics, and are generally well regarded as being able to
research, plan and write sensibly and knowledgeably on their subject. Such students
embark on a wide variety of courses in higher education, including classics, English
literature, art, architecture, law, liberal arts, advertising, business management, library
studies, history, politics and philosophy.

THE INSIGHTS OF CLASSICAL LITERATURE HAVE SHAPED WESTERN THOUGHT FOR THE LAST
TWO THOUSAND YEARS, AND TO READ AND STUDY IT FIRST-HAND ALLOWS FOR A DEEPER
UNDERSTANDING OF HUMAN PSYCHOLOGY AND THOUGHT ON ISSUES AS GERMANE TODAY
AS THE INTERSECTIONS OF POLITICS AND RACE, THE ROLES OF GENDER AND STATUS, AND THE
MEANING OF THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE.
THE NATURE OF THE COURSE
Classics courses invite us to apply a critical
eye to the values of the Greeks and Romans
and thus, ultimately, ourselves. For example,
long before contemporary societies grappled
with the roles of men and women, the morality
of slavery, and attitudes towards individuals
of different races and cultures, the Greeks
and Romans were challenged by such issues.
We may not agree with their solutions, but
by understanding their moral and ethical
principles we get a better handle on our own
approaches.
COMPONENT 1
A study of Virgil’s Aeneid and Homer’s
Odyssey.
We read these texts (in English) to develop our
knowledge of their interwoven plots and epic
themes such as: divine intervention, hospitality,
fate, adventure and fantasy, loyalty, disguise,
women and the family, and revenge.

COMPONENT 2
We study the origins, culture and dynamics of
the Greek theatre.
A selection of some of the most famous and
greatest of ancient Greek plays is read in
English translation. We study two tragedies,
Sophocles’ Oedipus and Euripides’ Bacchae,
as well as a comedy, Aristophanes’ Frogs.
COMPONENT 3
We aim to study the impact of the gods upon
Greek society and culture.
The study of religion also includes a look at
the sanctuaries of Delphi, Olympia and the
Athenian Acropolis.
SPECIAL FEATURES
The classics trips to Greece and Italy are
highlights for pupils of classical subjects. You
will have the opportunity to visit Italy, taking
in the important sites of Rome, Naples and
Pompeii, and Greece, including Athens,
Mycenae and Olympia. This not only broadens
the cultural education of pupils but involves
encountering many of the buildings featured in
the specifications.

Museum visits are organised both to
Cambridge and London as part of the course.
Theatre trips and workshops are organised on a
more informal basis.
SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
Students will develop a range of key
transferable skills, especially in the evaluation
of complex facts, research, analysis and
communication, useful for future education and
professional life.
There is no need to have studied classical
civilisation before. We assume that students
have little or no classical background, but
a fascination with the ancient world and an
interest in reading culture, society and history
are very much welcomed. Several of our
texts are presented as dramatic works and an
interest in the theatre and live performance is of
great benefit. As a classics student, you will be
required to be imaginative and well researched
in your studies and need to be able to make
persuasive and coherent responses to the tasks
laid down.
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FASHION &
TEXTILES
DESIGN TECHNOLOGY:

A LEVEL AQA 7562

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Design
Technology (Textiles) or GCSE Art & Design is
recommended.
Evidence of your interest and experience in the
subject, as well as your GCSE grades, will be
taken into account in determining your suitability
for entry to the course.

TAKE IT FURTHER
The UK’s thriving fashion industry makes a huge contribution to the economy. It employs
hundreds of thousands of people and provides one of the UK’s most sought-after
exports. It is important that this A Level is supporting the growth of the industry by
developing young people with a solid understanding of the commercial, creative and
technical sides of the trade.
This course offers access to a wide range of courses and careers. Sketchbooks, folders
and practical work from this course can be used to support an application for a place
on an Art Foundation or degree course.

CONTACT
Miss A Heaton | Stamford Endowed Schools
ALHeaton@ses.lincs.sch.uk

THIS CREATIVE AND THOUGHT-PROVOKING QUALIFICATION GIVES STUDENTS THE PRACTICAL
SKILLS, THEORETICAL KNOWLEDGE AND CONFIDENCE TO SUCCEED IN A NUMBER OF CAREERS,
ESPECIALLY THOSE IN THE CREATIVE INDUSTRIES. YOU WILL INVESTIGATE THE HISTORICAL,
SOCIAL, CULTURAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC INFLUENCES ON DESIGN
TECHNOLOGY, WHILST ENJOYING THE OPPORTUNITY TO PUT YOUR LEARNING INTO PRACTICE BY
MANUFACTURING PRODUCTS OF YOUR CHOICE.
SPECIAL FEATURES
In Year 12, students will complete a wide
range of small projects which will help you to
build your portfolios, including designing skills,
decorative skills and other skills based around
pattern drafting and garment construction. The
theory side of the course is taught alongside the
portfolio and skills-building element, with a lot
of the theory taught by practical application to
further embed knowledge. There are strong links
to science and mathematics throughout.
PAPER 1
Core Technical Principles
Candidates will study and work with a
wide range of materials, developing an
understanding of their properties. You will look
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at the requirements for design, development
and manufacture, and understand design
communication and digital design, as well as
Health & Safety, enterprise and marketing in
product development and how to use materials
successfully.
PAPER 2
Core Designing and Making Principles
Candidates will look in depth at a range of
designing and making principles including:
design methods and processes, design theory
where you will investigate and research
historical influences, key design movements
and examples of fashion designers and their
works. Students will understand the link between
technology and cultural changes and the

impact on designers. As well as core designing
principles, you will study additional specialist
knowledge, including fibres and fabric
construction.
NON-EXAMINED ASSESSMENT
Coursework
The coursework will allow you the opportunity
to develop and illustrate your understanding
of all strands of the A Level. The NEA is a selfdirected project allowing you to study in depth a
chosen area of Fashion and Textiles which is of
interest to you or that will support application to
Higher Education. Four criteria are to be used
for assessment: Exploration, Designing, Making,
Analysis and Evaluation.

PRODUCT
DESIGN
DESIGN TECHNOLOGY:

A LEVEL AQA 7552

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Design Technology
is recommended.

CONTACT
Mr S Newton | Stamford Endowed Schools
SMNewton@ses.lincs.sch.uk

Evidence of your interest and experience in the
subject, as well as your GCSE grades, will be
taken into account in determining your suitability
for entry to the course.

TAKE IT FURTHER
Those who follow design courses find a high
number of employment opportunities in the
design industry, which covers every area of
our lives.
British designers are considered to be among
the best in the world and there are many
career opportunities abroad as well as in this
country.

THIS CREATIVE AND THOUGHT-PROVOKING QUALIFICATION GIVES STUDENTS THE PRACTICAL
SKILLS, THEORETICAL KNOWLEDGE AND CONFIDENCE TO SUCCEED IN A NUMBER OF CAREERS,
ESPECIALLY THOSE IN THE CREATIVE INDUSTRIES. YOU WILL INVESTIGATE THE HISTORICAL,
SOCIAL, CULTURAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC INFLUENCES ON DESIGN AND
TECHNOLOGY, WHILST ENJOYING THE OPPORTUNITY TO PUT YOUR LEARNING INTO PRACTICE
BY MANUFACTURING PRODUCTS OF YOUR CHOICE. YOU WILL GAIN A REAL UNDERSTANDING
OF WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A DESIGNER, ALONGSIDE THE KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS SOUGHT
BY HIGHER EDUCATION AND EMPLOYERS. THE COURSE WE OFFER IS VERY RESPECTED BY ALL
UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES AS A QUALIFICATION THAT ALLOWS YOU TO DEVELOP INTO A
DESIGNER OR ENGINEER.
SPECIAL FEATURES
Although there will be important written
examinations, the department takes a strong
approach to teaching and learning based on
practical work, believing that this provides a
diverse and challenging course. In Year 12,
students will complete a wide range of small
projects which will allow you to develop your
knowledge of materials and manufacturing
techniques including CAD, CAM, and CAE.
The theory side of the course is taught alongside
the skills-building element. The theory is taught
by practical application to further embed
knowledge where possible. In Year 13, you will
complete your substantial design-and-make
project alongside preparation for the exam.
There are strong links to science and
mathematics throughout.

PAPER 1
Technical Principles
Students will study and work with a wide range
of materials, developing an understanding of
their properties. You will look at the requirements
for design, development and manufacture, and
understand design communication and digital
design as well as Health & Safety, enterprise
and marketing in product development and
how to use materials successfully.
PAPER 2
Designing and Making Principles
Students will look in depth at a range of
designing and making principles including:
design methods and processes, design theory
where you will investigate and research
historical influences, key design movements and
examples of designers and their works. Students
will understand the link between technology
and cultural changes and the impact on

designers. As well as core designing principles,
students will acquire additional specialist
knowledge.
NON-EXAMINED ASSESSMENT
Substantial Design and Make Project
The NEA will allow you the opportunity to
develop and illustrate your understanding of all
strands of the A Level. The NEA is a self-directed
project allowing you to study in depth a chosen
area of product design which is of interest to
you or will support an application to Higher
Education.
SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
It is expected that students taking the course will
be problem solvers who have a good range of
drawing skills and are able to work in a range
of materials. The work will make significant
demands on ICT skills. All students must expect
to use and improve skills in Fusion 360, 2D
Design as well as Microsoft Office software.
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DIGITAL
MEDIA
CAMBRIDGE TECHNICALS LEVEL 3 OCR 05844

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
P2 or above in Cambridge Nationals Creative
iMedia.

CONTACT
Mr M Hearn | Stamford Endowed Schools
MAHearn@ses.lincs.sch.uk

Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language

TAKE IT FURTHER
Level 3 Digital Media provides the fundamental
and underpinning skills required to either
progress onto a media oriented Higher
Education course, such as computer games
design, multi-media marketing, journalism,
animation and digital modelling, or to enter the
media industry at apprentice/trainee level.

MEDIA DOMINATES THE 21ST CENTURY AND IS CONTINUALLY SHAPING ALL OF OUR LIVES,
FROM TELEVISION TO COMPUTER GAMES, NEWSPAPERS TO SOCIAL MEDIA, WEBSITES TO
MERCHANDISING, WE ARE ALL VICTIM TO ITS SUCCESS, WE ALL REVEL IN AT LEAST ONE
MEDIUM, AND WE ALL LIVE OUR LIVES UNKNOWINGLY ENGROSSED IN ITS CHARM. FOR THOSE
OF YOU INTRIGUED TO BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND AND ANALYSE THE SECRETS OF MEDIA, AND TO
BEGIN TO PRODUCE MEDIA PRODUCTS OF WHICH EXPLOIT PEOPLE’S FASCINATION AND
CURIOSITY, CREATIVE MEDIA IS FOR YOU.
COMPONENT 1
Media Products & Audiences
External Assessment
In this unit students develop their understanding
of how different media institutions operate in
order to create products that will appeal to
specific target audiences. Students will learn
about the different ownership models within
media industries, and they will learn how to
analyse different media products within the
sector in order to understand the fundamentals
of how meaning is created for audiences.
Students will learn about how audiences are
categorised, researched, and targeted by
media producers. They will also learn about
how media institutions distribute and advertise
their products to audiences.
COMPONENT 2
Pre-production & Planning
External Assessment
In this unit students will understand the preproduction process the creative media industry
follows when creating a product. They will learn
how to carry out research in the planning stage
of a media production and about the various
acts of legislation that need to be considered.
Students will learn about the constraints that
need to be considered when
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planning a new media production, including
timescales and resources. They will understand
how to create preproduction documents in
relation to client requirements and how to plan
projects to meet these needs.
COMPONENT 3
Create a Media Product
Internal Assessment
In this unit students develop knowledge and
understanding of the production processes of
producing a media product from one of the
following:
•Print-based product
•Audio-visual product
•Audio product
Students will complete planning materials to
take forward in the production and post–
production stages of an intended media
product. Students will plan, produce, and edit
original content for their intended product.
COMPONENT 4
Advertising Media
Internal Assessment
In this unit students will understand advertising
campaigns and how audio-visual, print
based, or audio advertising media are used
within them. They will plan an advertising

campaign for a product or service, selecting
the appropriate media components to
produce it. Students will produce original
media components for incorporating into a
campaign, considering the market and its
target audience, as well as legal and ethical
constraints, to ensure that all components
comply with the required codes and
conventions of the genre.
COMPONENT 5
Plan & Deliver a Pitch for a Media Product
Internal Assessment
In this unit students will generate ideas for their
own media product based on a client brief,
pitch their ideas to a client, and be able to
respond to feedback to prepare their idea for
pre-production.
COMPONENT 6
Create a Personal Media Profile
Internal Assessment
In this unit students will showcase the work they
have created, supported by a personal media
profile. Students will identify content to be
included in their showcase, as well as create
an adaptation of a piece of their existing
media work. They will evidence their personal
media profile by exploring their skillset, abilities
and achievements and learn how to combine
their creative work and personal profile to
create a digital professional identity suitable
for sharing with prospective employers, higher
education institutions and for other career
progression pathways.

DRAMA &
THEATRE
A LEVEL AQA 7262

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Drama.
Evidence of your interest and experience in the
subject, as well as your GCSE grades, will be
taken into account in determining your suitability
for entry to the course.

CONTACT
Mr J Rushton | Stamford Endowed Schools
JLRushton@ses.lincs.sch.uk

TAKE IT FURTHER
A Level Drama and Theatre can lead on to
further study in drama as well as in many other
subjects. The course is a good preparation for
students who would like to pursue a career in
the arts but it will also help to develop skills that
are needed in a wide range of careers.

A LEVEL DRAMA AND THEATRE IS DESIGNED FOR STUDENTS WHO ENJOY READING PLAYS AND
WATCHING OR PARTICIPATING IN DRAMA - AS PERFORMERS, DIRECTORS OR DESIGNERS AND WHO WANT TO DEVELOP THEIR SKILLS IN THESE AREAS. THE COURSE DEVELOPS WRITTEN,
PRACTICAL, CREATIVE AND COMMUNICATION SKILLS. YOU WILL EXTEND YOUR ABILITY TO
CREATE DRAMA, EITHER IN A PERFORMING OR PRODUCTION ROLE, OR BOTH. YOU WILL ALSO BE
REQUIRED TO WRITE ABOUT THEATRE AND TO DEVELOP YOUR POWERS OF ANALYSIS TO BECOME
AN INFORMED CRITIC. YOU WILL TAKE PART IN DRAMA PRODUCTIONS, AS WELL AS STUDYING
PLAYS, PLAYWRIGHTS AND THEATRE PRACTITIONERS.
SPECIAL FEATURES
COMPONENT 1
Drama and Theatre
You will study two contrasting set texts,
examining how plays are put together, their
social/cultural/historical significance, and the
ways in which they can be brought to life on the
stage. Study is through workshops, research,
theatre visits and discussion.
You will also study the work of theatre makers
through live theatre analysis and evaluation. You
will attend a number of live theatre productions
across the two-year course.
COMPONENT 2
Creating Original Drama
You will work with fellow students on the
process of devising an original piece of drama
for presentation to an audience. The piece
must be influenced by the methodologies of a
prescribed practitioner.
COMPONENT 3
Making Theatre
You will work in groups to rehearse and perform
extracts from three different published plays.
The methodology of a prescribed practitioner
must be applied to ‘extract 3’. You will complete

a reflective report analysing the theatrical
interpretation of all three extracts.

• Ability to work creatively and collaboratively
to achieve shared dramatic intentions

Students will be involved in a range of practical
workshops exploring plays, playwrights,
directors and key theatre practitioners who
have influenced the development of drama
and theatre over the 20th and 21st centuries.
Live theatre visits will also be integral to the
development of students’ knowledge.

• Ability to respond to plays imaginatively,
conveying ideas clearly and coherently

Students will have the opportunity to perform
in both devised and scripted performances for
the public as part of your examinations. Experts
from the professional world of theatre – actors,
directors, designers – will be used to support
the students in shaping such performances and
channelling your creativity.
SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
• Ability to form judgements about live theatre
based on understanding of drama and
theatre
• Use of subject-specific terminology in a
range of contexts
• Performance and/or production skills
appropriate to the creation and realisation
of drama and theatre

• A more advanced level of performance
and/or production skills
• Ability to think independently, make
judgements and refine work in the light of
research
• Ability to analyse the ways in which
different performance and production
elements are brought together to create
theatre.
There are opportunities to develop key
transferable skills, invaluable for any future
career choice or university degree course.
These include communication and presentation
skills, improving your own learning and
performance through evaluation, problem
solving and working with others.
NOTE: Students taking this course will be
required to attend a number of productions
out of school, and will also need to put in extra
time in preparing for their own performances at
various points throughout the year.
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ECONOMICS
A LEVEL EDEXCEL 9EC0

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Mathematics
and GCSE English Language is required.
Grade 6 or above in natural sciences
(e.g. Physics, Chemistry) and social
sciences (e.g. Geography, History) are
an indicator of likely success in this subject.
CONTACT
Mr L Roche | Stamford Endowed Schools
LJRoche@ses.lincs.sch.uk

TAKE IT FURTHER
The skills of analysis and critical thinking demanded and developed by A Level
Economics are highly sought after and the subject can open up a wide range of
opportunities in higher education and rewarding career paths from finance and the
City to journalism and law.
In addition to a single or joint honours economics degree, many A Level students
undertake new courses where economics is a core element, such as accounting,
management, banking, business studies, law, European studies, finance and politics.

ECONOMICS IS A CURRENT AFFAIRS SUBJECT THAT ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO THINK ABOUT
WHAT MAKES ECONOMIES SUCCESSFUL AND WHAT THE ROLE OF A COMPANY IS, AND SHOULD
BE, WITHIN ECONOMIES. THE WORLD IS CHANGING AT A RAPID RATE. THE OVERALL AIM
OF THE COURSE IS TO ENCOURAGE YOU TO DEVELOP AN UNDERSTANDING OF ECONOMIC
CONCEPTS AND THEORIES AND THEN TO LEARN HOW TO APPLY THEM AND APPRECIATE THEIR
VALUE AND LIMITATIONS IN EXPLAINING, FORECASTING AND INFLUENCING REAL WORLD
PHENOMENA. ECONOMICS HELPS TO DEVELOP IMPORTANT TRANSFERABLE SKILLS WHICH ARE
HIGHLY REGARDED BY BOTH UNIVERSITIES AND EMPLOYERS.
Economics is a subject not offered below Sixth
Form. You can find out more about the breadth
and scope of the subject at the following
websites:
www.economicsonline.co.uk
www.tutor2u.com
www.economicshelp.org
www.whystudyeconomics.ac.uk
SPECIAL FEATURES
Students have the opportunity to visit Think
Tanks in Westminster in order to learn about
contrasting views on how to run the economy
and to visit financial services institutions to learn
about how the financial system works. The
Economics Department hosts an event in the
City of London which is attended by
prestigious economists including former
students of Stamford. This provides you with an
opportunity to learn about a wide range of
career options and to practise your networking
skills.
Students have also had the opportunity
enter interschool competitions such as at
Cambridge University’s Faculty of Economics,
‘Run the British Economy’ and the interest rate

challenge ‘Target 2.0’ with economics students
from local schools.
SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
Students need to show independence, enquiry
and initiative, and enjoy keeping up to date
with current affairs.
Economics facilitates an understanding of the
major economic, social and political issues of
the day. You will be expected to put forward
your analysis using economic theory in a
variety of ways: on paper in short response and
essay form, in classroom debate, by reference
to diagrams, and with the use of supporting
numerical data and current events.
SPECIFICATION SUMMARY
In Year 12, basic knowledge and understanding
is developed and you will begin to build key
analytical skills and use of economic models.
In Year 13, you will widen your body of
knowledge and your skills base by adding
the techniques of synthesis and evaluation. The
A Level draws students’ understanding of the
economics learned into a global context which

focuses on the relationship between the UK
and the rest of the world. You are expected to
use your knowledge of the terms, concepts and
techniques covered, to analyse some of the
following issues:
• Why do we trade and how can global
slow-downs affect us all?
• Should major firms, such as Amazon or
RBS, be allowed to dominate?
• How will the UK fit in to the global
economy post Brexit?
• What role does the financial sector play
within our economy?
• What responsibility has the UK in the
development of poorer nations?
• Should we be worried about globalisation
and multinational companies?
If these questions interest you and you would
like to learn how to answer them, then you will
find the study of the subject at A Level both
engaging and rewarding.
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ENGLISH
LANGUAGE
A LEVEL AQA 7702

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE English Language.

CONTACT
Mrs L Scotcher | Stamford School
LScotcher@ses.lincs.sch.uk
Mr M Zacharias | Stamford High School
MEZacharias@ses.lincs.sch.uk

TAKE IT FURTHER
The skills you develop through English Language will support many different A Level
combinations. In an ever-changing world where you are preparing for jobs which
do not yet exist, English Language teaches you skills in critical thinking, analysis and
creativity.
FURTHER INFORMATION
We will arrange trips and talks to enrich the course, with students working with
Nursery and Junior School pupils, visiting multi-media companies, and going to the
EMC English Language conference to meet experts on this subject. We also
recommend regularly reading e-Magazine, newspapers, websites and magazines,
for example, to build a greater knowledge of the way in which language is used and
to what effect.

A LEVEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE WILL APPEAL TO STUDENTS WHO ENJOY THINKING BOTH
ANALYTICALLY AND CREATIVELY, USING A RANGE OF ASSESSMENT SKILLS FROM DATA
COLLECTION, INVESTIGATION, CREATIVE WRITING AND PRESENTATION, TO MORE FORMAL
RESPONSES, DELVING INTO THE DIFFERING WAYS IN WHICH WE COMMUNICATE ACROSS OUR
COUNTRY, AND HOW WE LEARN TO COMMUNICATE FROM BIRTH, AND WRITING OPINION
ARTICLES ABOUT THE WAY THE WORLD FUNCTIONS TODAY. THIS INTERESTING AND DIVERSE
COURSE PREPARES STUDENTS TO EFFECTIVELY AND OBJECTIVELY ANALYSE HOW AND WHY THE
LANGUAGE WE CONSUME ON A DAY-TO-DAY BASIS IS USED.
COMPONENT 1
Language, the Individual and Society
This introduces students to the methods of
analysis and explores concepts of audience,
purpose, genre, mode and representation,
and methods of analysis such as the study
of graphology, semiotics, pragmatics and
discourse. The second section of this unit
requires students to study child language
acquisition from the ages of 0-11. You will
discuss how we learn and develop our use and
understanding of language, both in its spoken
and written forms.

COMPONENT 2
Language, Diversity and Change
This explores language in its wider social and
geographical contexts. Students will study
varieties of English within the British Isles, looking
at dialect, accent, sociolect and idiolect. You
will also look at how language has changed
and developed from 1600 to the present day.
A range of data, language investigations,
material from case studies, and graphs, tables
and statistics will inform the study of how we use
language in diverse and intriguing ways.

FURTHER INFORMATION
We will arrange trips and talks to enrich the course, with students working with Nursery and Junior
School pupils; visiting multi-media companies, and going to the EMC English Language conference
to meet experts on this subject. We also recommend regularly reading e-Magazine, newspapers,
websites, magazines, for example, to build a greater knowledge of the way in which language is
used and to what effect.

034

COMPONENT 3
Language in Action
This requires you to apply your studies of
English language and the methods of analysis
learned to your own investigation. The
coursework portfolio consists of a 2000 word
investigation and a 750 word creative piece
and commentary. You will select an area of
individual interest, which might range from
political speeches, journalism, or best man
speeches, to magazines or blogs, so that you
can tailor the course to your own individual
interests. You will consider how to present your
findings from an investigation in a written report,
setting out an introduction, methodology, and
hypothesis. You will also write one individual
piece based on a prescribed area; this may be
a short story, a piece of investigative journalism
or a blog, for example. This will be supported
with a short commentary evaluating how and
why language choices have been made to
form the piece of writing.

ENGLISH
LITERATURE
A LEVEL OCR H472

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE English Literature.

CONTACT
Mrs L Scotcher | Stamford School
LScotcher@ses.lincs.sch.uk
Mr M Zacharias | Stamford High School
MEZacharias@ses.lincs.sch.uk

TAKE IT FURTHER
The study of Literature involves careful
analysis and builds intellectual competence.
English literature combines well with most
other A Level subjects, but particularly essaybased subjects.

YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO BROADEN AND DEVELOP YOUR UNDERSTANDING AND
KNOWLEDGE OF A VARIETY OF TEXTS, WRITTEN ACROSS THE AGES. BUILDING ON SKILLS
LEARNED AT GCSE, YOU WILL COMPLEMENT YOUR ANALYSIS OF THE METHODS WITH WHICH A
WRITER HAS CRAFTED THEIR TEXT, AND THE SUBSEQUENT EFFECT THIS HAS ON THE READER, WITH
MORE IN-DEPTH KNOWLEDGE OF THE CONTEXT IN WHICH THE PIECE WAS WRITTEN. THIS WILL
INVOLVE EXPLORING THE WIDER HISTORICAL, SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND CULTURAL SITUATION
WITHIN WHICH THE TEXT IS WRITTEN AND SET. THIS ENCOURAGES STUDENTS TO BECOME MORE
CRITICAL, OFFERING INTERPRETATIONS DURING DISCUSSIONS AND DEBATE. THE AIM IS TO
FOSTER A LASTING LOVE OF LITERATURE, TO DEVELOP CRITICAL AND EVALUATION SKILLS AND TO
DEVELOP EMPATHY AND UNDERSTANDING OF A WIDE RANGE OF ISSUES PRESENTED WITHIN
THE TEXTS.
COMPONENT 1
Drama and Poetry Pre-1900
You will study a Shakespeare text, offering close
analysis of the language, structure and form
with which Shakespeare has presented his play.
You will also look deeper into more contentious
issues and debates, applying a wide range
of interpretations, informed by critical
essays, podcasts, plays and film adaptations
watched. In addition, students will complete a
comparative essay exploring key themes and
ideas presented in poetry and a further play,
again written before 1900.
COMPONENT 2
Comparative Contextual Study
Here students explore a collection of work
linked by a specific genre; this may be Gothic
literature, American literature or Dystopian
literature. Students are encouraged to read
widely in order to build an understanding of the
conventions of the genre and how these have
been adhered to (or not) by a range of writers.

COMPONENT 3
Literature Post-1900
This unit explores a range of more recent
literature and students will complete a
coursework portfolio comprising two written
responses. You will analyse the way in which
a writer presents a poem from a collection of
more modern poetry. You will look closely at
context and interpretations whilst exploring
the writer’s craft and linking key ideas and
interpretations of two texts, typically a play and
a novel.
SPECIAL FEATURES
Our study of literary texts is enhanced by
departmental trips to productions of local and
national theatres. Recent trips have gone to
see ‘Hamlet’, ‘Dracula’ and ‘The Duchess of
Malfi’. Attendance at talks by lecturers and
key academics and participation in the Literary
Society are encouraged. We also subscribe
to the excellent eMag and English Review,
together with Digital Theatre +, which are highly
valuable resources.

SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
This subject will suit students who enjoy reading
and discussing literature in an analytical way,
have a good command of written English and
are prepared to engage in the ongoing debate
about the representation of ideas within our
culture.
As well as the study of English literature, students
will further develop key transferable skills which
are essential to almost any career or degree
choice. You will be expected to demonstrate
independent learning skills in collating,
organising, developing your notes and
undertaking wider background reading, and by
acquiring a detailed knowledge of a range of
critical works.
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GEOGRAPHY
A LEVEL OCR H481

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Geography and
Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language.
CONTACT
Mr A Ramsey | Stamford School
AJRamsey@ses.lincs.sch.uk
Mr M Smith | Stamford High School
MJSmith@ses.lincs.sch.uk

TAKE IT FURTHER
There has never been a better or more important time to study geography; it is a ‘key
facilitating subject’ at undergraduate level. Statistics for employability consistently
show that geography graduates are highly employable, working across a wide range
of sectors and roles. Geography A Level combines extremely well with arts and
science courses, and as a result it is currently the second fastest growing A Level
subject. Universities and employers have a very high regard for geography because
of the analytical, practical and communication skills it teaches, as well as the training it
gives in managing and relating to people. Above all, geographers have potential to
be well-informed global citizens, using their unique combinations of knowledge and
skills to make a positive difference in the world.

GEOGRAPHY IS THE STUDY OF THE EARTH’S LANDSCAPES, PEOPLE, PLACES AND
ENVIRONMENTS. IT IS, QUITE SIMPLY, ABOUT THE WORLD IN WHICH WE LIVE. OUR
SUBJECT IS UNIQUE IN BRIDGING SOCIAL SCIENCE (HUMAN GEOGRAPHY) WITH A
NATURAL SCIENCE (PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY). THIS ALLOWS UNDERSTANDING OF SOCIAL
AND PHYSICAL PROCESSES WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF PLACES AND REGIONS RECOGNISING THE GREAT DIFFERENCES IN CULTURES, POLITICAL SYSTEMS, ECONOMIES,
LANDSCAPES AND ENVIRONMENTS ACROSS THE WORLD, AND THE LINKS BETWEEN
THEM. UNDERSTANDING THE CAUSES OF DIFFERENCES AND INEQUALITIES BETWEEN
PLACES AND SOCIAL GROUPS UNDERPINS MANY OF THE NEWER DEVELOPMENTS IN
HUMAN GEOGRAPHY.
SPECIAL FEATURES
Fieldwork is integral to our studies and we
currently offer an optional international trip:
recent destinations have included Iceland and
China. Over the duration of the course, there
will be at least four compulsory days of
fieldwork that must be attended by all.
Compulsory fieldwork will be split between
local days in Stamford and Burghley Park, and
a UK-based residential.
The fieldwork experiences will provide
the teaching and data collection for a
geographical investigation which students
undertake individually, with structured support
from class teachers. You will be required to
write up your fieldwork as a 3,000 - 4,000
word report. This report will assess
geographical skills, such as cartographic,
graphic, ICT
and statistical skills, all of which are highly
transferable to the world of academia or
business.
We provide numerous academic enrichment
activities to motivate and inspire our students,
such as attending popular Geographical
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Association lectures in Lincoln, which provides
exposure to undergraduate themes and
experiences. Our students also participate in a
triangular lecture series with Uppingham and
Oundle geography departments called the
Geography Forum.
SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
The specification balances traditional
geography with engaging and contemporary
geographical subject content. Key themes will
be management of change and sustainability.
You will be encouraged to reflect on why you
think the way you do about an issue, as well as
how others think. There are many opportunities
to develop ICT skills such as research,
presentations and using Geographical
Information Systems.
Independent learning skills are developed
through the course, and our students are
expected to read widely around the subject
and to maintain a strong knowledge of current
affairs and geographical issues. We expect you
to have an opinion on a range of issues, and to
be confident when expressing your opinions.

Fieldwork opportunities allow students to work
together, learn how to research a question,
develop a thorough knowledge of enquiry
skills, be able to formulate a strategy, collect
relevant data, and then interpret and evaluate
objectively. All of these are relevant skills for
university and/or future employment.
SPECIFICATION SUMMARY
Geography is broadly divided into physical
geography and human geography, with a
synoptic element included. Topics studied
include:
• Glaciated Landscapes
• Earth’s Life Support Systems
• Hazardous Earth
• Changing Spaces, Making Places
• Power and Borders
• Global Migration
• Future of Food
• Investigative skills in preparation for the
geographical investigation

HISTORY
A LEVEL AQA 7042KB

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE History and
Grade 5 or above in GCSE English Language.

TAKE IT FURTHER
History sits well with other arts-based courses and it adds breadth to the Sixth Form
studies of students interested in the sciences and mathematics.

CONTACT
Mr D Stamp | Stamford School
DLStamp@ses.lincs.sch.uk

History is a popular choice at degree level, with graduates commonly progressing
onto law conversion courses alongside a wide variety of other careers. Universities and
employers have a very high regard for history because of the research, analytical and
communication skills it teaches. History encourages the development of a wide range
of highly desirable and transferable skills.

Mrs S Sharman | Stamford High School
SJSharman@ses.lincs.sch.uk

SPECIAL FEATURES
The History A Level course has been designed
to help students understand the significance of
historical events, the role of individuals in history
and the nature of change over time. This course
will help you to gain a deeper understanding
of the past through political, social, economic
and cultural perspectives. Outside class, our
students are regularly invited to attend local
evening lectures given by respected historians.

SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
The key requirement is an interest in history; a
student will not be disadvantaged by not having
studied history at GCSE – you will settle quickly
into the course.
The department develops the skills which can
prove so valuable beyond school, including
effective reading, essay writing and the ability
to evaluate information. You will improve your
ability to develop a balanced and concise
argument from a wide range of sources by
analysing evidence, establishing the importance

of material and examining the reasons
for people’s behaviour. Students are also
encouraged to discuss topics through seminars
and presentations.
Independent learning is an integral part of A
Level History. Study periods and homework time
should be used to extend your learning through
further reading and research. Throughout the
two years of the course, students are expected
to both prepare for and consolidate work
covered in class through wider reading and
note taking.
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LATIN
A LEVEL OCR H443

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Latin.
CONTACT
Mr A Smith | Stamford Endowed Schools
ADSmith@ses.lincs.sch.uk

TAKE IT FURTHER
Latin is regarded as a highly respected subject for all pupils making university
applications and as such it gives successful students a distinct advantage. Latin
combines well with most A Level subjects, especially English literature, modern
languages such as French, history, politics and classical civilisation.
Latin graduates embark on a huge variety of professional careers in such fields as law,
civil service, accountancy, management consultancy, media, business management
and computer programming, among others.

THE COURSE OFFERS AN EQUAL BALANCE OF LANGUAGE WORK AND READING ORIGINAL LATIN
LITERATURE. IN LANGUAGE PREPARATION, WE COVER THE SAME CONSTRUCTIONS AS THOSE
STUDIED AT GCSE, WITH SOME ADDITIONS AND COMPLEXITIES.
FOR THE LITERATURE SIDE, WE STUDY THE FAMOUS SPEECHES OF CICERO OR TACITUS’ HISTORIES
ON THE REIGN OF NERO, AND IN VERSE WE READ THE POWERFUL AND MOVING POETRY
OF VIRGIL’S AENEID AND THE INTRIGUING WORKS OF OVID’S POETRY. YEAR 12 LANGUAGE
STUDIES ARE THE PERFECT STEPPING STONES TO THE MORE CHALLENGING DEMANDS OF A
LEVEL LATIN. THOSE STUDENTS WHO PARTICULARLY ENJOYED THEIR LITERARY STUDIES AT GCSE
AND THOSE WITH A GOOD GRASP OF BASIC LATIN GRAMMAR AND VOCABULARY ARE HIGHLY
ENCOURAGED TO CONTINUE THEIR STUDY OF LATIN INTO THE SIXTH FORM.
SPECIAL FEATURES
Class sizes are relatively small and this offers
the opportunity for more intensive teaching and
learning within an informal atmosphere.
The classics trips to Greece and Italy are one
of the highlights for pupils of classical subjects.
You will have the opportunity to visit Italy,
taking in the important sites of Rome, Naples
and Pompeii, and Greece, including Athens,
Mycenae and Olympia. This not only broadens
the cultural education of pupils but involves
encountering many of the iconic buildings of the
Classical World, and seeing the places where
many of the stories you read were written and
set.
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SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
In addition to the fundamental and essential
educational skills acquired through Latin studies,
the course provides excellent opportunities for
the development of key skills in areas such as
communication, IT and learning performance.
Studying Latin will help you to learn to read
and write carefully, understand language and
rhetoric, locate yourself within tradition and help
in your quest for meaning.
Latin is still a very relevant academic subject;
it helps to develop clarity of thought and an
organised and logical approach to learning;
it therefore helps develop key transferable skills
and studying it successfully at A Level is a wellregarded demonstration of academic prowess.

We continue to live by their deeds, influences,
and inspiration. If not for Latin, French, Spanish,
Italian, Portuguese and Romanian would not be
here either.
In studying ancient language and literature,
students reach a high level of cultural and
intellectual understanding, with the skills to
analyse and communicate very effectively.
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MATHEMATICS
A LEVEL EDEXCEL 9MA0

THE A LEVEL COURSE IN MATHEMATICS IS A VALID CHOICE FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO STUDY
MATHEMATICS FOR ITS OWN SAKE, AND FOR THOSE WHO WILL FIND IT VALUABLE AS AN AID
TO THE UNDERSTANDING OF OTHER SUBJECTS THAT THEY ARE TAKING IN THE SIXTH FORM.
IN PARTICULAR, THOSE WHO ARE INTENDING TO STUDY PHYSICS, CHEMISTRY, BIOLOGY,
GEOGRAPHY OR ECONOMICS SHOULD REMEMBER THAT THESE SUBJECTS MAY MAKE USE OF
MATHEMATICS, AT SCHOOL OR IN HIGHER EDUCATION. IN ADDITION, THE DEVELOPMENT OF
LOGICAL THOUGHT THAT MATHEMATICS FOSTERS IS USEFUL IN MANY OTHER SUBJECTS.
The content will include pure mathematics,
mechanics and statistics, with a greater
emphasis on modelling, problem-solving and
reasoning than previously. There will be no
coursework in the new A Level examination.

• Binomial distribution, and hypothesis testing

To succeed at this level, you will need to enjoy
the challenge of solving difficult problems
that require a determined and systematic
approach. The most important requirement is
that you should be enthusiastic about learning
and practising mathematics and you should be
reasonably confident in your ability.

• Conditional probability and Venn diagrams

The teaching styles will not be dissimilar to those
used at GCSE. Students explore new concepts
and develop appropriate methods of solution,
then practise applying these learned techniques
in order to solve problems. Homework will
normally be set each lesson and it is essential
that pupils keep up to date with work, seeking
help to sort out any difficulties as they arise.
SPECIFICATION SUMMARY
Mathematics at this level is separated into pure
mathematics and applied mathematics (statistics
and mechanics). The pure sections will form
the core of a student’s studies and provide the
necessary techniques for solving problems.
They extend the algebra, vector, trigonometry
and co-ordinate geometry work of GCSE and
introduce and develop important mathematical
ideas such as calculus and numerical methods.

• Use of large data sets
• Use of technology to explore/interpret
data

• Modelling with probability
• The normal distribution
• Hypothesis testing with correlation
coefficients
• Hypothesis tests for the mean of a normal
distribution with known, given or assumed
variance
• Interpretation in context
In Mechanics, students will study:
• Vectors in 2D
• SUVAT equations
• Displacement/time and velocity/time
graphs, gradients and areas
• Using calculus in kinematics
• Newton’s laws
• Motion in a straight line, including motion
under gravity
• Equilibrium

The statistics element of the A Level course will
cover:

• Projectile motion

• Sampling techniques

• Dynamics for motion in a plane

• Interpreting diagrams and regression lines

• Friction

• Measures of central tendency and
variation, including calculating standard
deviation

• Moments in simple static contexts
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• Resolving forces

• Modelling

SPECIAL FEATURES
The mathematics departments at both Stamford
School and Stamford High School offer a
number of lunchtime and after-school support
sessions for Sixth Formers. Leading up to the
summer public examinations, Saturday morning
revision sessions are also offered, to support
you in preparing for your A Level.
In addition to the scientific calculator, which
students have used up until now, it is highly
recommended that students obtain a graphics
calculator (the calculators that we recommend
range in price from approximately £23 to
£84). Many aspects of the course are taught
through the use of graphics calculators and they
are an invaluable aid for checking solutions to
problems.
SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
When studying mathematics in the Sixth
Form, students use many skills; in particular,
basic numerical and communication skills are
important and a good grasp of algebra is
essential. Computers and calculators will be
used widely throughout the course, and students
will have ample opportunity to learn how to
exploit their potential and to improve ICT skills.
Homework is an important part of the course,
enabling you to consolidate your learning. It is
set regularly and may require students to seek
assistance outside of lessons in order to make
the necessary progress.

FURTHER
MATHEMATICS
A LEVEL EDEXCEL 9FM0

FOR THOSE WITH A PARTICULAR TALENT AND ENTHUSIASM FOR MATHEMATICS IT IS POSSIBLE
TO TAKE A LEVEL FURTHER MATHEMATICS IN ADDITION TO A LEVEL MATHEMATICS.
For Further Mathematics A Level, the pure
mathematics topics studied will include:
• Proof
• Complex numbers
• Matrices
• Further algebra and functions, Calculus and
vectors
• Polar coordinates
• Hyperbolic functions
• Differential equations

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 7 or above in GCSE Mathematics for
A Level Mathematics.
Grade 8 or above in GCSE Mathematics for
Further Mathematics.

CONTACT
Mrs S Manning | Stamford School
SJManning@ses.lincs.sch.uk
Mr D Burke | Stamford High School
DJBurke@ses.lincs.sch.uk

There will be two additional units studied;
in previous years we have chosen Further
Mechanics 1 and Decision Mathematics 1
(although these are subject to change).
Students will take four written papers at the end
of the course.
SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
Further Mathematics is a demanding A Level,
but those who find mathematics exciting and
enjoyable, and who have shown a talent for
the subject, should consider it. To succeed at
this level you really need to enjoy a challenge.
We suggest that anyone considering this option

should discuss their suitability for this course
with their mathematics teacher. You will spend
approximately half your time on mathematics
and should be prepared to persevere
with some quite difficult but interesting and
rewarding concepts.
Mathematics and further mathematics are often
combined with physics or chemistry, but students
have successfully taken ‘double maths’ with a
variety of other A Level subjects such as English,
modern languages, art, music, economics,
geography, history and classics.

TAKE IT FURTHER
Mathematics
Mathematics is useful in many careers; the wealth of future possibilities can be seen on:
www.mathscareers.org.uk.
Competence in numeracy is regarded as an advantage in most careers so an A Level
in mathematics could help you progress in your chosen occupation.
Careers in research and development, statistics, engineering, computing, accountancy,
actuarial work, architecture and management services may require qualifications in
mathematics.
The skills associated with solving problems - logical thinking, breaking the problem
down into its constituent parts, presenting a reasoned solution - are also highly valued
by employers.
Further Mathematics
A ‘double maths’ course is the ideal preparation for higher education courses in
mathematics, physics and engineering.
To date, each year, there has been an opportunity for students to opt for AS Further
Maths in Year 13.
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MODERN
FOREIGN
LANGUAGES
FRENCH A LEVEL AQA 7652
GERMAN A LEVEL AQA 7662
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RUSSIAN A LEVEL EDEXCEL 9RU0
SPANISH A LEVEL AQA 7692

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above at GCSE in your chosen
language.

CONTACT
French Heads of Department
Mr P Braud | Stamford School
PBraud@ses.lincs.sch.uk
Mrs C Vié | Stamford High School
CVVie@ses.lincs.sch.uk
German Head of Department
Mr J Youngs | Stamford Endowed Schools
JJYoungs@ses.lincs.sch.uk

TAKE IT FURTHER
Modern foreign languages have been designated as part of a group of subjects
dubbed SIV (Strategically Important and Vulnerable), and are seen as highly desirable
A Levels when presenting yourself as a potential undergraduate. For those considering
the study of a modern foreign language at university, it is desirable that at least two
languages are chosen for A Level, although SES students studying one language at A
Level have, in the past, been successful applicants to foreign language degree courses,
often including another language ab initio.

Russian Head of Department
Mrs C Wray | Stamford Endowed Schools
CAWray@ses.lincs.sch.uk
Spanish Heads of Department
Mrs C Pike | Stamford School
CPike@ses.lincs.sch.uk
Mrs E Rubio | Stamford High School
ECRubio@ses.lincs.sch.uk

‘TO LEARN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE IS TO EMBARK ON A COURSE OF CULTURAL AND
INTELLECTUAL DISCOVERY OF THE WORLD, ITS RICHES, ITS CULTURAL TREASURES, ITS DIVERSITY.
IT IS EMPOWERING FOR EVERY INDIVIDUAL WHO EMBARKS ON THIS JOURNEY.’ – DR JOHN
HOOD, VICE-CHANCELLOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD (2004-2009)

The importance of acquiring modern language
skills has increased considerably and can only
continue to do so, given the growing levels
of co-operation between European nations.
The range of openings for students following
courses in modern languages is continuing
to expand. Whichever language is chosen,
it is likely to include a period of residence
abroad at a school, university or in a company,
and as such will provide the kind of broadbased education which is so highly valued by
employers. We offer courses in four languages,
all of which have their unique character and
allow you to develop a wide range of skills
which will equip you for the future.
THE NATURE OF THE COURSES
The main focus of the Sixth Form language
courses will be developing your skills in
listening, speaking, reading and writing
the foreign language through the study of
stimulating topic areas. Materials will be firmly
rooted in the culture of the target-language
country. There are some variations between
examination boards but the following list of
topics is typical of the areas studied over the
two years:
• Social issues and trends in French/
German/Spanish/Russian speaking
societies
• Aspects of political life and artistic culture in
the country/countries where the language
is spoken

SPECIAL FEATURES
You will be offered the opportunity to develop
your language skills through a variety of
teaching and learning strategies:
• By reading and listening to a variety of
contemporary texts in the foreign language
• By speaking both in class discussion and
with a native speaker
• By writing longer and more complex pieces
in the foreign language
Students will enjoy the benefits of:
• Up-to-date course books
• Exposure to literature and film in the foreign
language
• Magazine and newspaper articles
• Reading foreign language magazines
• Using digital language laboratory facilities
across SES
• Regular lessons with a native speaker in
small groups

language is spoken. You should have a good
knowledge of the grammar, vocabulary and
structure of the language; be keen to develop
your communication skills through speaking
or writing; and be ready to listen to the target
language. You will become increasingly
comfortable with longer and more complex
texts; be able to research and analyse, present
balanced arguments and show knowledge and
appreciation of other cultures and lifestyles.
Independent learning is an essential part of
Sixth Form study and we expect students to
show commitment both at school and at home
in:
• Researching topical issues in targetlanguage countries using magazines and
online newspapers
• Wider reading using library resources
• Watching films relevant to topic areas
• Using all of the above to build up a
dossier of key information on areas of the
examination specification in addition to
material presented in class.

• Opportunities for exchange visits and work
experience in some departments
• Film evenings and theatre visits
SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
We expect you to join us with a genuine desire
to pursue your language studies and to have a
keen interest in the countries where the target
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MUSIC

A LEVEL EDEXCEL 9MU0

THE COURSE IS VERY WELL SUITED TO MUSICIANS WHO HAVE SPECIFIC STRENGTHS, BE THESE
PERFORMING, COMPOSING, OR ACADEMIC STUDY (LISTENING). THE SUBJECT IS BROAD
ENOUGH TO APPEAL TO MUSICIANS FROM ALL MUSIC DISCIPLINES - CLASSICAL, JAZZ, ROCK,
FOLK ETC.
SPECIFICATION SUMMARY
The assessment of music at this level has three
strands – performing, composing and a written
paper with audio extracts. All are externally
assessed.
COMPONENT 1
Performing
There is an assessed performance, as a soloist
and/or as part of an ensemble, improvising or
realising music through the use of technology.
All styles are accepted; improvisation is
welcome. At A Level, a minimum of eight
minutes’ performing time at Associated Board or
Trinity Grade 7 standard is required.
COMPONENT 2
Composing
Students are expected to develop composition
skills throughout the course, leading to two
compositions in response to a brief set by the

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Music
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Music. Grade 5
or above in music theory is preferred.
Owing to the aural content of this course,
students should expect to use their singing
voices extensively in class and be a member
of one of the Schools’ choirs.
Music Technology
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Music. Grade 3
or above in music theory is preferred.
CONTACT
Mr G Turner | Stamford Endowed Schools
GETurner@ses.lincs.sch.uk
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exam board and one which can either be a
free composition or also to an exam board
brief. Compositions must be a combined
minimum of six minutes.
In addition to the composition in Year 13,
students choose between a technical study,
which builds on the knowledge and awareness
of harmony gained through the medium of
pastiche studies during Year 12, or a further free
composition.
COMPONENT 3
Appraising
Students acquire knowledge and understanding
of musical elements, contexts and language.
Students listen to music in order to develop an
understanding of how it works. The pieces are
from an anthology of set works. The aural
identification of important musical features and
their social and historical context is required.

Other areas of study relate to analysing
unfamiliar music and it is therefore important that
students listen to a wide range of music. They
should learn how to compare and contrast pairs
of excerpts, contextualise music and identify
harmonic and tonal features.
SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
Students will develop performance skills (solo
and/or ensemble), compose music and learn
about harmony. They will build up their aural
and analytical skills by studying selections
from the New Anthology of Music and wider
listening.

TAKE IT FURTHER
University courses in music and some music technology courses ask for A Level
Music.
Music
Apart from teaching music both in schools and instrumentally, it is possible for able
performers to join an orchestra, bands, etc. The role of music in the armed forces
should not be forgotten here. Some past students have sung professionally in choirs
and as soloists (opera, oratorio, pop industry, etc.).
Music and Music Technology
The recording industry, publishers, copyright bodies, the pop industry, radio and
television need people with musical skills. The management of music (concert halls,
agencies, orchestral managers) or the technical side of the recording industry are
other popular careers.
NOTE: Grade 5 theory is often specified as a requirement for entry to Music
Technology courses at university.

MUSIC
TECHNOLOGY
A LEVEL EDEXCEL 9MT0

THE COURSE IS VERY WELL SUITED TO MUSICIANS WHO HAVE SPECIFIC STRENGTHS IN THE
USE OF MUSIC TECHNOLOGY. PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS NO PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT
IN THE EXAM. THE SUBJECT IS BROAD ENOUGH TO APPEAL TO A WIDE RANGE OF MUSICIANS
INTERESTED IN ALL KINDS OF POPULAR MUSIC AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF TECHNOLOGY.
SPECIFICATION SUMMARY
Recording:
You are to produce a recording from a short list
provided by the board. You will have to include
five compulsory instrumental audio tracks. Each
of these compulsory tracks must be playing for
at least two minutes. The compulsory instruments
will include a drum kit which you must record
with a minimum of four microphones. From the
list of additional audio instruments, you must
record at least two. Each must be playing for at
least one minute.
You will learn a variety of recording techniques
including using microphones, DI and/or
plug-in virtual instruments. The song will need
to be mixed to stereo. You will also submit
a recording log book detailing equipment,
techniques and instruments.
Technology Based Composition:
Throughout the course you will develop skills
in composing musically and in your final
submission demonstrate a sophisticated use of
musical and technological elements combined.
You will learn about synthesis and sampling as
well as production and music engineering skills.
You will chose from three briefs to compose to:
A video/art installation brief, a text-based brief,

and a sampling scenario brief.
Listening and Analysing:
Students acquire a knowledge and understanding
of musical elements, contexts and language.
Students listen to music in order to develop an
understanding of how it works, in particular
focusing on music production techniques. You
will need to be able to comment on a wide
range of production techniques and apply the
musical elements to your observations, all within
the context of music production and the stylistic
context of the music. Students will be familiar
with a wide range of music styles from jazz and
blues to urban and dance music. The three
areas of study this work will be grouped into
are:
• Recording and production techniques for
both corrective and creative purposes
• Principles of audio and sound technology
• The development of recording and
production technology
Producing and Analysing:
You will learn about the techniques and
principles of music technology. You will be
assessed through a series of written and
practical projects in the context of audio and

MIDI materials provided by the board. The
questions will cover the three areas of study
mentioned above. You will need to demonstrate
an understanding and aural perception of
production tools and techniques, including
sound capture, creating new sounds, creation
and corrective processes, final balancing and
mixing techniques, the musical elements. This list
is not exhaustive.
Section A will be questions related to the audio
and MIDI materials provided and will require
written responses or practical activity. The last
question in this section will be an extended
practical response requiring completion of
mixing and production tasks and combining
parts to create a finished mix.
Section B will be an extended open response
focusing on a specific recording or mixing
scenario, signal path, effect or music technology
hardware unit.
SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
Students will develop production, mixing
and listening skills. You will develop skills of
composition using technology and will build
up your aural and analytical skills by studying
popular music from the twentieth century.

stamfordschools.org.uk/sixthform | 045

PHILOSOPHY
& ETHICS

RELIGIOUS STUDIES A LEVEL OCR H573A

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Philosophy & Ethics
or Religious Studies or English Language or
History.
Potential students should have inquiring minds,
and the ability to discuss complex ideas and
to write balanced academic essays. There is
a clear need to understand different points of
view and to evaluate these by engaging in
clear, reasoned arguments.

TAKE IT FURTHER
This A Level is a good preparation for any arts degree and is very highly regarded.
At SES, this subject is studied alongside a wide range of subjects. Students who have
taken this course and who are now studying medicine found that it complemented
their work in the sciences; it provided them with insights into human nature, medical
ethics and the nature of the world around them. This subject offers valuable insights for
potential lawyers and for any career which involves working with people.

CONTACT
Ms F Harrison | Stamford Endowed Schools
FHarrison@ses.lincs.sch.uk

THERE ARE THREE AREAS OF STUDY: PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION, DEVELOPMENTS IN
CHRISTIAN THOUGHT, AND RELIGIOUS ETHICS. THIS COURSE DEVELOPS THE WORK FROM
GCSE PHILOSOPHY AND ETHICS-RS, WHICH IS TAUGHT AT STAMFORD HIGH SCHOOL AND
STAMFORD SCHOOL, BUT IT IS OPEN TO ALL STUDENTS WHETHER OR NOT YOU HAVE STUDIED
THIS SUBJECT AT GCSE. THE FOCUS ON HUMAN NATURE MAKES IT RELEVANT AND MEANS
EVERYBODY HAS A CONTRIBUTION TO MAKE TO LIVELY DISCUSSIONS.
We are all philosophers - we all ponder
ultimate questions. The Philosophy and
Christian Thought modules consider the
fundamental questions of human existence
and the challenges posed to religious belief.
The revolutionary ideas of Plato and Aristotle
form an integral part of the course. The Ethics
modules cover moral theories, including what
they have to say about human nature, as well as
contemporary moral issues such as sexual ethics
and medical ethics.
SPECIAL FEATURES
This course leads to greater self-awareness
and should raise your understanding of the
moral dimension of modern life, nurturing your
046

ability to think clearly about the philosophical
questions that face mankind. According to
Socrates, “an unexamined life is not worth
living”, while for John Stuart Mill “It is better to
be a human being unsatisfied than a pig
satisfied; better to be Socrates unsatisfied than
a fool satisfied…” In other words, to be fully
human we must keep learning as part of our
attempt to understand what it means to be a
human.
SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
This course is assessed by examination only
and not by coursework. The majority of
homework tasks involve writing essays of about
900 words. The questions set require you

to focus carefully and organise your ideas
thoroughly. Well-structured essays are a useful
revision tool and help to clarify ideas in your
minds.
Year 13 students are encouraged to read
more widely outside of timetabled lessons.
We provide the following texts which students
read to supplement their understanding of the
specification’s key philosophers’ arguments:
Plato - The Republic; Descartes - Meditations;
Hobbes - Leviathan; Hume - An Enquiry
Concerning Human Understanding; Mill - On
Liberty; Nietzsche - Beyond Good and Evil.

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION
A LEVEL OCR H555

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Physical Education.
Grade 6 in GCSE Biology or Double Award
Science would be beneficial.

CONTACT
Mr A Kersey | Stamford School
ATKersey@ses.lincs.sch.uk
Miss H Naismith | Stamford High School
HENaismith@ses.lincs.sch.uk

TAKE IT FURTHER
Due to the broad range of material studied,
physical education is a useful addition to the A
Level profile for application to a wide range
of courses at higher education level.

THE FOCUS OF THE COURSE IS PARTICIPATION AND PERFORMANCE IN PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
AS PART OF A BALANCED, ACTIVE AND HEALTHY LIFESTYLE. THE AIMS OF THE COURSE ARE TO
ENABLE YOU TO INCREASE YOUR PHYSICAL COMPETENCE, DEVELOP YOUR INVOLVEMENT
AND EFFECTIVENESS IN PHYSICAL ACTIVITY AND ENABLE YOU TO BECOME INFORMED AND
DISCERNING DECISION-MAKERS.
THREE KEY FACTORS (PHYSIOLOGICAL, PSYCHOLOGICAL AND SOCIO-CULTURAL) ARE STUDIED
THROUGHOUT THE COURSE, ENABLING YOU TO GAIN AN UNDERSTANDING AND APPRECIATION
OF HOW EACH FACTOR IMPACTS UPON PARTICIPATION AND PERFORMANCE IN PHYSICAL
ACTIVITY.
SPECIAL FEATURES
COMPONENT 1
Students focus on key systems of the human
body involved in movement and physical
activity. You will develop your knowledge and
understanding of the changes within these
body systems prior to exercise, during exercise
of differing intensities, and during recovery.
Application of this theoretical knowledge will
enable candidates to understand how changes
in physiological states influence performance.
COMPONENT 2
Students focus on the psychological factors
affecting physical activities and sports, including
models and theories that affect learning and
performance in physical activities. You study
how different methods of training and feedback

work and why their effectiveness differs from
person to person, group dynamics and the
effects of leadership and stress on performers.

weaknesses of a performance and create a
viable action plan for the development of the
performer.

COMPONENT 3
Students focus on the sociological and
contemporary factors that influence and
affect physical activity and sport for both the
audience and the performer and how sport
affects society. It includes the emergence and
evolution of modern sport, the impact of the
modern Olympic Games, and the influence that
ever-evolving modern technology has on the
world of sport.

SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
A strong emphasis is placed on stretching
and challenging your learning, helping you
to engage with the demands of the A Level
course. In Year 13, independent study tasks
are designed to develop a better conceptual
understanding and linkage between concepts
across the course, higher order analytical
skills, evaluation and synthesis, and to improve
the quality of your written communication.
In addition, leadership skills are developed
and you will take control of skills learning and
activity-specific warm ups.

COMPONENT 4
Students perform in one practical activity as
performer, leader or official. You verbally
analyse and evaluate the strengths and
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PHYSICS
A LEVEL AQA 7408D

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 7 or above in GCSE Physics, or Grade
7 or above in the Physics component of a
Science Double Award.
Grade 7 or above in GCSE Mathematics.

CONTACT
Mr C Brace | Stamford School
CWBrace@ses.lincs.sch.uk
Dr A Patchett | Stamford High School
AJPatchett@ses.lincs.sch.uk

TAKE IT FURTHER
Physics falls into a group of subjects which have
been named SIV (Strategically Important and
Vulnerable), and it is seen as a highly desirable
A Level when presenting yourself as a potential
science or technology undergraduate.
Physics is a subject which pairs well with the
other sciences and with humanities subjects, but
the combinations that you choose will affect the
types of degree courses you can apply for.

PHYSICS IS AT THE HEART OF EVERYTHING AND IS A HIGHLY REWARDING DISCIPLINE TO STUDY
AT SCHOOL. PHYSICS IS A BASIC ELEMENT IN OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD AND
THE FOUNDATION OF OUR TECHNOLOGY. IT HAS INFLUENCED THE WHOLE OF OUR CULTURE,
CONTRIBUTING IMPORTANT IDEAS TO MANY NON-SCIENTIFIC ACADEMIC DISCIPLINES.
DURING THE A LEVEL COURSE YOU WILL EXPLORE QUESTIONS SUCH AS: HOW DID THE UNIVERSE
BEGIN? WHAT IS QUANTUM PHYSICS? HOW CAN WE USE PHYSICS TO TREAT CANCER? WHAT IS
SMALLER THAN A PROTON AND NEUTRON? IF YOU HAVE AN ENQUIRING MIND OR ARE ALWAYS
ASKING WHY THINGS HAPPEN, THEN PHYSICS WILL HELP YOU FIND THE ANSWERS. IT FORMS THE
BASIS OF MOST MODERN TECHNOLOGIES AND HOLDS THE KEY TO FUTURE GLOBAL WELL-BEING.

COURSE CONTENT
Year 12
• Particle Physics
• Quantum Phenomena
• Electricity
• Waves & Optics
• Materials
• Mechanics
Year 13
• Fields & Further Mechanics
• Thermal & Nuclear Physics
• Fundamental Turning Points in Physics

SPECIAL FEATURES
Alongside your studies in the classroom you
will have ample opportunities to develop your
subject knowledge and skills through a range
of extra-curricular activities. We actively
encourage and prepare our students to take
part in the academic competitions provided by
the British Physics Olympiad, and will be
happy to facilitate any student who might like
to take on a practical investigation as part of
an Extended Project Qualification. You could
assist in the running of the Astronomy Club in
the Llowarch Observatory, and we also
provide a Robotics Club and regular support
classes. The opportunities for off-site visits
include visiting the Cavendish Laboratory in
Cambridge and the National Space Centre in
Leicester.

INDEPENDENT LEARNING
It is expected that each physics student reads
around the topics covered in class, both
for consolidation purposes and for general
enjoyment of this fast moving and stretching
subject. There is a comprehensive reading list
available within the physics area on the SES
Portal, both for physics and for engineering.
Many of the recommended texts are available
in the libraries at one or both sites.
A series of lectures on DVD covering a variety
of subjects within physics is available, either
within the SES Portal or to borrow from the
department.
SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
• A logical and numerate mind
• The ability to solve problems
• Communication skills, developed through
report writing and presentations
• Computing and practical skills
• Teamwork and flexibility (essential for lab
work and projects).

048

POLITICS
A LEVEL AQA 7152

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE English Language
is recommended.

CONTACT
Mr D Tuck | Stamford Endowed Schools
DPTuck@ses.lincs.sch.uk

Grade 6 or above in GCSE History is a good
indicator of likely success in this subject.

TAKE IT FURTHER
Politics is a highly respected A Level and
students studying politics have been successful
in obtaining places on prestigious politics
courses, including some currently at both
Oxford and Cambridge, as well as other very
well-respected degree courses.

THE MAJOR THEMES OF THE COURSE INVOLVE THE CENTRAL IDEAS OF CITIZENSHIP,
DEMOCRACY AND PARTICIPATION, EXAMINED THROUGH THE STUDY OF POLITICAL PARTIES,
PRESSURE GROUPS AND ELECTIONS.
In Paper 1 we look closely at the major
institutions of UK government, examining their
relationships with one another and considering
their effectiveness. We will also look at
democracy and participation; elections and
referenda; political parties and pressure groups.
In Paper 2 students examine the representative
processes of the US political system and
consider their adequacy in terms of popular
participation and full democracy. Students
investigate elections and voting, political
parties, pressure groups, and racial and ethnic
politics, as well as the institutional framework
of US government, the interrelationships of its
legislative, executive and judicial processes,
and the health of US federalism. Students also
study comparative politics and analyse the
similarities and differences between the USA
and UK.
In Paper 3 students will study four core
ideologies: Liberalism, Conservatism, Socialism
and Feminism. The study of Liberalism will
require an understanding of liberal ideas on
human nature, the individual, welfare, the state,
society and the economy.
The study of Conservativism will require an
understanding of Conservative ideas on human

nature, authority, tradition, society, private
property and the economy. It will also involve
a study of the different strands of conservative
thinking from traditional Conservatism to the
New Right.
This will allow students an understanding of
Conservative views on the free market and
the individual. We will also look at key writers
within Conservatism: Thomas Hobbes, Edmund
Burke, Ayn Rand and Robert Nozick.
The study of Socialism will require knowledge
and understanding of socialists’ ideas on
human nature, community, the state and the
economy. Students will study revolutionary and
evolutionary socialism. We will also look at the
key writers within socialism: Karl Marx, Friedrich
Engels, Rosa Luxemburg Beatrice Webb and
Anthony Giddens.
The study of Feminism will require knowledge
and understanding of the core ideas of
feminism; feminist views on human nature,
society and the economy as well as the multiple
of strands of feminism such as liberal feminism,
radical feminism, socialist feminism, ecological
feminism, third wave feminism, fourth wave
feminism and post feminism. We also look at

the key writers within feminism: Betty Friedan,
Germaine Greer, Charlotte Perkins Gilman,
Simone de Beauvoir, Kate Willett and Rachel
Dworkin.
SPECIAL FEATURES
Politics offers the opportunity for students
to bring current affairs into the classroom
and debate news stories. To enhance their
understanding of politics, and reflect the
topical nature of events, students will have the
opportunity to visit Parliament, Congress and the
Supreme Court.
As well as using textbooks, students are
supported by a bespoke interactive website Prechewed Politics.
SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
• Comprehension, synthesis and interpretation
• Analysis, prioritisation and evaluation
• Selecting and organising relevant material
to construct arguments
• Effective communication
• Good English skills
• Research skills

stamfordschools.org.uk/sixthform | 049

050

PSYCHOLOGY
A LEVEL AQA 7182

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Mathematics or a
science is required.

CONTACT
Mrs E Ware | Stamford Endowed Schools
EWare@ses.lincs.sch.uk

Grade 6 or above in GCSE English Language
is recommended.

TAKE IT FURTHER
Psychology degrees lead to careers in
many fields, including health and caring
professions, psychiatry, management,
education, criminology, media studies and
advertising. Some of our students have used
their psychology degrees as an entry to
postgraduate education including MSCs in
Psychology and in Criminology, and also PhD
qualifications.

PSYCHOLOGY IS THE SCIENTIFIC STUDY OF MIND, BEHAVIOUR, AND EXPERIENCE. IT AIMS TO
OFFER ACADEMIC EXPLANATIONS AND INSIGHT INTO THE BEHAVIOUR AND MENTAL PROCESSES
THAT ARE PART OF OUR EVERYDAY EXPERIENCES. THE COURSE INCLUDES STUDY OF DIFFERENT
PSYCHOLOGICAL THEORIES, RESEARCH FINDINGS, CASE STUDIES AND THE DIFFERENT METHODS
USED TO COLLECT DATA. IT OFFERS A BALANCE OF EXCITING THEORY AND CONTEMPORARY
PSYCHOLOGY IN ACTION, LEADING TO AN A LEVEL QUALIFICATION.

The first year of the A Level course explores
areas of psychological literature, studying
topics such as: Memory, Attachments,
Abnormality, Social Influence, Approaches in
Psychology and Research Methods. Each of
these topics includes practical investigations,
key research, and written and oral evaluation.
The second year of the course explores topics
including Biopsychology and Issues and
Debates in Psychology. It will also include
option modules: Relationships, Addiction and
Schizophrenia.
SPECIAL FEATURES
This is a recognised science subject: students
will gain further experience of scientific method
and research in psychology by carrying out
and analysing small investigations into a variety
of topics from the A Level course. Each topic

also allows focus upon contemporary issues
and practical application of psychology in
areas such as courtroom testimony, memory
improvement techniques, the role of the father
in attachment, treatment of psychological
disorders, risk factors in the development of
addiction, virtual relationships in social media,
and the role of social influence processes in
social change.
The course is unique in its combination of
scientific principles, biology and social
sciences. Students are invited to attend lectures
from guest speakers, have the opportunity to
attend conferences such as the University of
Leicester Brain Sciences Day, and take part in
psychology competitions such as that run by
Royal Holloway College, London. Psychology
students have also been to see Derren Brown
perform live and considered how the concepts

and theories they have learned can explain his
mind-bending tricks.
SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
With its emphasis on scientific design, data
analysis, interpretation of literature, and essay
writing, a good understanding of mathematics,
English and the sciences is fundamental.
Psychology develops awareness of ethical
issues in research work and brings in moral and
cultural aspects of human behaviour. Tolerance
of the wide diversity of human behaviour will be
encouraged.
Extension opportunities allow for independent
learning and intellectual curiosity: these include
suggested reading, TED Talks, documentaries
and journal articles.
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SPORT
BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 5 or above in a suitable portfolio of
GCSE subjects.
CONTACT
Mr A Kersey | Stamford School
ATKersey@ses.lincs.sch.uk

TAKE IT FURTHER
The course has been developed in order to provide a solid foundation within
sports science and coaching, enabling the development of essential study skills.
The development of such skills will prove invaluable in assisting progress to higher
education, further qualifications and/or the enhancement of employment opportunities.

Miss H Naismith | Stamford High School
HENaismith@ses.lincs.sch.uk

SPORT IS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF PEOPLE’S LIVES WITHIN BRITAIN TODAY.
WITH OBESITY WITHIN ADULTS AND CHILDREN INCREASING, IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT BRITAIN
PRODUCES QUALIFIED PERSONNEL WHO ARE KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT SUCH FACTORS AS
COACHING, PHYSICAL FITNESS, PHYSICAL ACTIVITY AND NUTRITION.
The diploma course is taken alongside
two further A Level qualifications: Biology,
Psychology, and Business Studies are popular
combinations. The qualification is targeted
towards candidates considering studying a
degree in the sport and exercise sector. Units
studied include:

SPECIAL FEATURES
Students will have the opportunity to acquire
the Community Sports Leaders Award, Higher
Sports Leaders Award (which receives UCAS
points), a First Aid qualification, and coaching/
officiating qualifications. You will also gain
valuable teaching experience.

• Anatomy and Physiology*

Assessment is multi-dimensional, with candidates
being given a variety of media, situations and
scenarios in which to be assessed: written
reports, practical work, computer presentations,
strategic development plans, observation, oral
assessment and online exams in some units.

• Business in Sport*
• Fitness Programming*
• Sports Injuries
• Skill Acquisition
• Sport Leadership
• Sport Psychology
• Careers in Sport
*exam based
THE NATURE OF THE COURSE
This course will look at the multi-faceted
approach to sports preparation and
performance. It covers, in detail, nine units
covering areas of sports performance,
preparing candidates for a career in high
performance sport. You will plan, perform
and evaluate your own investigations in a
variety of sporting areas and will be given the
opportunity to apply sports science to your own
performance.
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KEY INFORMATION
This course involves both classroom and
practical activities, but you need to be aware
that you will be participating in sport for very
few lessons. You will learn by completing
projects and assignments that are based on
realistic workplace situations, activities and
demands.
• Students will have the opportunity to
develop a range of skills, techniques,
and attitudes essential for successful
performance in working life.
• Students will gain a nationally recognised
Level 3 vocational qualification, which will
allow you either to enter employment or
progress to higher education.

• Students will also complete three exambased units in their first year of the course,
with the opportunity to re-sit in their second
year should they wish.
• Students will be expected to utilise
study periods to work independently on
completing assignments and coursework,
as the timetabled hours will be used for the
subject and content delivery.
SKILLS DEMANDED AND DEVELOPED
All students will receive teaching which allow
you to access a bank of varied resources and
to develop your functional skills as well as
your subject knowledge. Independent learning
is crucial and working to deadlines will be
a crucial key skill, especially as a number of
assignments will be running at the same time.
NOTE: Students will not be permitted to
study both BTEC Sport and A Level Physical
Education.
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FURTHER ACADEMIC

OPPORTUNITES

IN ADDITION TO YOUR A LEVEL AND BTEC STUDIES, YOU MAY WISH TO FURTHER YOUR INTERESTS
BY PURSUING ONE OF:

COURSE/ACTIVITY

DURATION OF COURSE

NOTES

EPQ (Extended Project Qualification)

9 months course

See below for further detail. Typically attracts up to 28 UCAS points.

Higher Education related work
experience

Ongoing

Typically, aspiring medics or vets have found themselves a weekly
placement in a suitable organisation e.g. care home, veterinary surgery.

Sports Leader Level 3

1 year course

Nationally recognised one-year course to develop your leadership skills
using the medium of sporting activity. There are six elements to the course,
including two community-based modules involving working with young
children and older people.
Worth 16 UCAS points (where accepted).
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EXTENDED
PROJECT
QUALIFICATION
LEVEL 3 AQA 7993

THIS IS AN INDEPENDENT PIECE OF RESEARCH THAT IS
MARKED TO A LEVEL STANDARD. THE EPQ IS GRADED
A*- E AND ATTRACTS UCAS POINTS AS FOLLOWS:
A* = 28 A = 24 B = 20 C =16 D =12 E = 8
The EPQ consists of a project that involves about 120 learning hours, of which 90 hours
are carried out independently by the student and 30 hours of taught skills are delivered
separately. Students can produce either:
• A minimum 5000 word written report (it is NOT just an essay!)
• An artefact supplemented by a minimum 1000 word written report.
In addition to this, students will be required to keep a record of the project’s progress
by filling in a ‘Production Log’, as well as delivering a final presentation of your work to
a non-specialist audience.

FIND OUT MORE
Queries about the Extended Project Qualification can be directed to:
Mrs R Peterson | Stamford Endowed Schools | rapeterson@ses.lincs.sch.uk
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THE EPQ PROCESS
Students will:
• Independently conduct research to develop
your project aims and objectives to submit
a formal ‘working’ project proposal
• Document your planning, decisions, etc. in
the Production Log (the log is similar to a
reflective journal)
• Attend timetabled supervisor sessions to
discuss your project progress and planning
• Attend all of the Taught Skills sessions to
fulfil the academic requirement for the
qualification
• Carry out the project by achieving the aims
and objectives that you have set yourself
• Prepare a presentation about the project
product and your journey as to how you
completed the work. This also includes
questions and answers from the supervisor
and non-specialist audience
• Evaluate the project process / journey
• Submit evidence for assessment (Production
Log, written report / artefact with
accompanying report, presentation slides
and notes).
Students will be allocated a teacher supervisor
who will guide you through the entire EPQ
project. Their role is to provide guidance and
advice regarding your initial ideas for your
proposed ‘working’ project proposal; conduct
group and one-to-one tutorials about your EPQ
project (similar to university tutorial systems);
and arrange meetings which will focus on your
progress, and enable discussion of ideas,
planning, consideration of resources, problems
and successes, presentation of work, review
and evaluation of work.

THE PROJECT
Students have a free choice of project topic, so
you can choose to explore a further aspect in
a subject you are already studying, or another
subject, or choose a topic in which you have a
personal interest. However, you cannot submit
a project that is part of your A Level work or
has already been submitted for another exam.
The proposed project should not be one that
has been taught in depth but has only been
discussed briefly in class.
It is important that you research your proposed
‘working’ project title carefully. Topics should be
something that you will be engaged with and
motivated to want to research independently,
and that you are intellectually curious about.
Students should realise that projects could add
value to your CV and UCAS application, and
will extend your existing knowledge beyond the
classroom.
EXAMPLES OF EPQ TITLES
‘Should mercury amalgam fillings continue to
be used in British dentistry?’
‘Constructing a chair from recycled materials
sourced from a working yard.’
‘Through diversification are Scottish estates
sustainable in the 21st century?’
‘Feisty or feeble? The construction and
performance of female identity in Shakespeare’s
plays.’

WHAT ARE TAUGHT SKILLS?
To complete a successful academic project,
students must attend the Taught Skills sessions.
These sessions will cover:
• Suitable project proposals
• Research skills and how to identify suitable
sources
• ICT skills
• Project management skills, planning and
decision making
• Format and structure of academic research
reports
• Referencing, bibliography, plagiarism and
evaluating sources.
• Presentation skills.
ASSESSMENT
The project will be overseen by the EPQ
supervisor, and centre co-ordinator, who will
monitor the progress of the project and assess
it at the end. The assessment covers both the
process and the end product. These will be
assessed holistically and marked out of 50,
according to the marking criteria objectives:
A01: Manage
Identify, design, plan and carry out a project,
applying a range of skills, strategies and
methods to achieve objectives.
A02: Use Resources
Research, critically select, organise and use
information and select and use a range of
resources. Analyse data, apply relevantly
and demonstrate understanding of any links,
connections and complexities of the topic.
A03: Develop and Realise
Select and use a range of skills, including,
where appropriate, new technologies and
problem solving, to take decisions critically and
achieve a planned outcome.
A04: Review
Evaluate all aspects of the Extended Project,
including outcomes in relation to stated
objectives and own learning and performance.
Select and use a range of communication
skills and media to present evidenced project
outcomes and conclusions in an appropriate
format.
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STAMFORD

STAMFORDIANS ARE INDEPENDENT.
THEY ARE THOUGHTFUL, INTELLIGENT,
LIVELY AND CURIOUS. THEY WORK
HARD, AND THEY ACHIEVE THEIR
DREAMS, SAFE IN THE KNOWLEDGE
THAT EVERY ONE OF US HERE AT
STAMFORD - FROM TEACHERS,
PARENTS, OLD STAMFORDIANS AND
FELLOW PUPILS – WILL SUPPORT THAT
DREAM AND WILL CHEER YOU ON.

stamfordschools.org.uk/sixthform
01780 750311

Brazenose House, St Paul’s Street,
Lincolnshire PE9 2BE

instagram facebook-square twitter

Registered charity number: 527618

